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© DESIGNER CHECKS: 


Show your school pride with these personalized 
checks, Your handsome, full-color checks featuring 
your school colors and logo will show your loyalty. 

Your university checks are manufactured to the 
highest standards. They will carry all the required 
codes and Information necessary to service your 
account at any financial institution, 

You must be delighted with every check order, 
or we'll replace it or refund your money. 

Gift certificates available in five dollar increments 
with a $10 minimum, call 1-800-239-9222. 


ONLY! 94,95 


How To Order: 

1 Enclose order form and voided check from existing 
check supply, noting any changes. 

2 Include deposit slip from existing check supply. 

3 

4 Fill out the order form and mail with items 1,2 &3 to: 
CheckMate ¢ P.O, Box 13386 « Birmingham, Al 35202-2966 


Important: We cannot process Incomplete orders. 
Your order will be mailed to the address printed 
on your checks unless you specify otherwise. 


(Please allow 2 to 3 weeks for delivery.) Linda K. Franklin 

For your protection we accept written pentes Neal B Franklin 
orders only. If you have any questions a eens lai 

please call 800-239-9222 between SiRVe: eGeanUsh 123 f 


8am and 5:306m CST Mon.-Fri. 


Pxa013134 ORDER FORM a 
] Checks: UNV - U31 Labels: 05513 - U31 I 
Start my checks with number —_ —s 
] = : f different from voided check) Ist Line: I 
1 lad My day time phones SA Tinas 
SINGLE CHECKS atichontig I 
1 1 Box (200) INTRO OFFER: $9.95 2rd Ling: I 
|] 4 2 Boxes (400) $18.95 4th Line: | 
= Pewee 31 : 
| DUPLICATE CHECKS 5th Line: I 
] (4 1 Box (150) INTRO OFFER: $11.95 ] 
l O 2 Boxes (300) $22.95 UNIVERSITY LABELS i 
(41 Set (250) $4.95 
] Y FREE check book cover, check register, and deposit tickets. go > ra . one eres CHEC TE I 
Visa ‘J MasterCard Expiration Date: Mo Yr ee OS J) 91.79 icine 4 
| Card# | 
Labels: Amount for labels $ | 
Gift Certificate amount Ss I 
Shipping and handling ($1.00 per set) $ I 
Alabama residents add 8% sales tax $ I 
1 In-plant rush (optional) $2.50 In-plant rush (optional) $2.50 I 
TOTAL AMOUNT $ TOTAL AMOUNT $ 
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COLLECTOR’S MuG SERIES 


New Life Art, Inc. is proud to announce the second set in 
the Daniel A. Moore Collector’s Mug Series. This valued 
collectible, designed by the artist utilizing his famous Alabama 
football paintings, is the perfect gift for any occasion. 

This set of handsome mugs beautifully portrays four of 
Moore’s popular classics: “All on the Line,” “The Coach and 
315,” “Desperation Block,” and his Alabama Football 
Centennial masterpiece “Crimson Legacy.” 

Priced at just $69.95 for a set of four, these limited edition 
mugs are individually hand-numbered and imprinted with the 
artist’s signature on the bottom. Quality in the production 
process was personally assured by the artist. 

The colorful images have been permanently fired into the 
ceramic glaze of these microwave and dishwasher safe mugs. 

We have a quantity of the Inaugural Collector's Mug Sets 
available which includes “The Goal Line Stand,” “Liberty,” 
“The Kick,” and “The Sack.” Order your sets today so you 
won't miss the opportunity to collect the complete series of 
Collector's Mugs. 

Place your Collector’s Mug Sets in a prominent 
position with this beautiful hardwood display cabinet. 
Its extra-deep shelves hold up to three mug sets or 
other collectibles. (Collectibles not included). 


J . Call Toll-Free 
1-800-652-MUGS 
(1-800-652-6847) 
$69.95 ea. Qty.___ Amount 


COLLECTOR’S MuG SERIES 


C) Collector's Mug Set #2 (shown above) 
Add $5.00 shipping for each order. 
() Collector's Mug Set #1 (shown below) 
Add $5.00 shipping for each order. 
C) Hardwood Display Cabinet 
Add $6.00 shipping for each order. 


$69.95 ea. Qty.___ Amount 
$59.95 ea. Qty.___ Amount 


Total 
(C) Check or money order to New Life Art, Inc. enclosed. 


CQ) Please charge total to my () VISA ©) MasterCard () American Express. 


Card # 


Expiration Date 


Cardholder Signature 


Ship To: (Please print plainly. Must list street address for UPS delivery. 
Each shipment will be shipped within 48 hours of receipt.) 


Name. 
Address. 


City. State Zip. 


Mail To: 


Home Phone. 


Work Phone. 
P.O. Box 3666 


© 1994 New Life An, Inc 


New Life Art, Inc. 


Greenville, SC 29608-3666 


Order Your Officially Licensed 
Alabama Stadium Blanket! 


40" x 40" blanket 
can have Your 
Name and Class 
Year knit into the 
design at no 
extra charge. 


Show your Bama Spirit 
with this officially licensed 
Stadium Blanket. 

Each is custom-knit and 
can be personalized at no 
charge with up to 18 capital 
letters and/or number 
characters. Spell out your 
name, class, or personal 
phrase. Itis also available 
plain. These soft and long- 
lasting blankets are knitted 
from 100% virgin acrylic 3-ply 
yarn and are completely non- 
allergenic and machine 
washable. 

Packed in waterproof, 
zippered vinyl carrying case, 
the blanket can be used as a 
comfortable padded stadium 
cushion on game days. Or 
spread the blanket out at 
home to stay cozy while 
watching the game on T.V. 


School's, Club's and Organization's write or fax Special eyelet hooks also 
about Custom Orders! provided so blanket can be 
Your Logo, Mascot, etc... on these beautiful blankets. hung on a wall in your office 
Minimum Order Just 48 pieces! or den. 


How To Order Your Own Alabama Stadium Blanket 


! Complete this order form and mail 
with payment to ‘Bama and the 
address shown. Your blanket is 
available plain or can be personalized 
and sent via UPS in 6-8 Street Address 
weeks. For phone orders using Visa 

or Mastercard, fax (205) 345-1260, 


Name 


24 hrs. a day. This offer expires City St Zip 

1/31/1995 

| prefer to pay: Daytime Phone Number of Blankets @ $49.95 each 

(] In Full By Check Enclosed is my 1 Please Personalize my blanket(s) using up to 18 characters as follows: 


xaLesdensony-9945) (LI QQOQOQOQOQOOOOOOOOOO00 


(_J In Full By Credit Card Please charge : i . ete . 
Note: Capital letters, numbers and hyphens only. No periods, commas or other punctuat available. 
the full amount of ($49.95 + $3.50 tax AL is yp a OP 8 or other punctuation Is aval 


residents only = $53.45) (1 Please send my blanket (s) without personalization of any kind. 

I Full Account bee ree Mail- Eider: Fax Orders To: 
I P.O. Box 6104 Ty (205) 345-1260 
| Exp. Date Tuscaloosa, AL 35486 24 hrs. day 


A passion for 
printing. Your way. 


EBSCO Media exists totally to serve 
our customers. In a high speed world of 
automation, electronics, and deadlines, 
we remain a company obsessed with old 
fashioned service. Your budget, your 
deadline, your quality standards, your 
satisfaction, are our obsessions. We use 
the tools and techniques of the modern 
world to accomplish these things, never 
losing sight of our primary goal, pleasing 
you. 

Achieving that goal takes two 
important ingredients: it takes an 
incredibly well designed printing plant 
and it takes an incredibly well designed 
attitude on behalf of our employees. We 
have meticulously created and designed 
one of the most streamlined, productive 
printing plants in the nation, with plenty 
of room, plenty of light, and every 
timesaving system available. 

EBSCO personnel, from sales 
consultants to shipping clerks, participate 
in company profits. Our hands-on 
management policies, team-like 
approach, and employee incentives keep 
our people motivated to work for you. 
But underneath all that, they’re just 
special. They won't rush you off the 
phone or shuttle you to someone else. 
You'll find they not only know the 
business technically, they care. 


y a } 
Se’ WF EBSCO MEDIA 
801 Fifth Avenue South 
Birmingham, Alabama 35233 


(205) 323-1508 igs 
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INSIDE THE CRIMSON TIDE 


Get the latest Crimson Tide 


sports updates! 


INSIDE THE Cana Z 


Charge is 


$2 for first minute, 
$1 each additional minute 


Callers under 18 obtain parents’ permission 
24-Hour Service 
Calls may be made from TouchTone 
or rotary dial telephone 


FOOTBALL UPDATES 


Daily (Selection 2) by 9 p.m. CDT Mondays-Saturdays 
and Weekly (Selection 3) by 7 p.m. CDT Sundays 


UPDATES ON ALL BAMA SPORTS 
Updated weekly by 7 p.m. each Sunday 


(Selection 4) 
RECRUITING INFORMATION 


Updated weekly by 7 pm. each Sunday ( Selection 5) 


A service of BAMA Magazine 
2116 8th Street 
Tuscaloosa, Alabama 35401 
(205) 345-5074 


PRO. Box 6104 
Tuscaloosa, AL 35486-6104 
(205) 345-5074 
FAX (205) 345-1260 


Hotline 
1-900-860-1979 


Editorial & Staff 


Directory 

Publisher: Lynne McNair 

Editor: Kirk McNair 

Photo Editor: Barry Fikes 

Artist: Dan Proctor 

Circulation Director: Mary Ellen Palardy 
Assistant to the Publisher: Vera Dowdle 


Contributing Writers: 

John Barnes, John Bradshaw, 
Donna Fromme, Louise Ford, 
Donald E Staffo, Charley Thornton, 
Craig Threlkeld, Andrew Varble 11 


Contributing Photographers: 
Steven Fikes, Spectrum-Southeast, 
University of Alabama 


Computer Consultant: 
Stephen Bushery, ComSouth 


Publishing Information 
"BAMA, INSIDE THE CRIMSON TIDE 
(USPS 489-470; ISSN 0195-0975) is pub- 
lished monthly for ten months from 
September to May by College Sports 
Publications, Inc., 2116 8th Street, 
Tuscaloosa, Alabama 35401. Editorial office 
is located at 2116 8th Street, Tuscaloosa, 
Alabama 35401-2134. 

POSTMASTER: Send change of address 
to BAMA, INSIDE THE CRIMSON 
TIDE, PO. Box 6104, Tuscaloosa, AL 
35486-6104. 

Second class postage paid at Tuscaloosa, 
Alabama, and at additional mailing office. 
Subscription rate is $35.00 per year. Foreign 
subscriptions $10.00 per additional. Change 
of address: Six weeks advance notice, and 
old address as well as new required. Address 
all correspondence to: Post Office Box 6104, 
Tuscaloosa, Alabama 35486-6104. Not re- 
sponsible for unsolicited manuscripts or 
photographs unless accompanied by return 
postage. Copyright © 1994 College Sports 
Publications, Inc. All rights reserved. 
Reproduction in whole or in part without 
written permission is prohibited. 
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College Sports 
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PO, Box 13515 Gainesville, FL 32604 
(904) 372-1215 FAX (904) 372-2283 
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On the cover: Dameian Jeffries was considered 
by many to be the state's top football prospect fol- 
lowing his senior season at B.B. Comer in 


INSIDE THE CRIMSON TIDE Sylacauga. He picked Alabama over FSU. While 


he was a member of the Tide’s 1992 national 
championship team, he thinks it would mean 


more to be champion in his senior season. See 
Page 18. Barry Fikes Photo 


Page 8 


Page 14 


Page 22 


Page 28 


NCAA Allegations: 


Now Alabama Has Its Say 8 


While most were probably relieved that the nearly two-year probe by NCAA investigators of Alabama's 
athletics program produced only two allegations of rules violations, that is two too many. Next sto 

for Alabama officials is before the NCAA Infractions Committee, which will decide what, if any penal- 
ties, are due The University. by Kirk McNair 


The Turners: 
Brothers, Friends, Football Players 11 


Junior strong safety Eric Turner and sophomore fullback Taurus Turner aren't the first brothers ever to 
play and contribute to Alabama, but they are among the best. Although both are currently back-ups to 
top seniors, the future looks bright for them and for Bama. by John Barnes 


Will Friend: 
He Knows How To Make Contact 14 


Redshirt freshman Will Friend has won a starting job in Alabama's young offensive line, moving into 
the right guard position. Although he admits he still has much to learn, the is hi aspect of the 
game comes easy to this son of a high school coach. y Donald F Staffo 


Dameian Jeffries: 


He Wants Successful Final Year 18 
Senior Crimson Tide defensive end Dameian Jeffries has been a part of very successful football teams, 
but it has taken him until his final season to overcome both more experienced players in front of him 


and injury to have a chance to be a real contributor as a starter. by Kirk McNair 
Men's Basketball: 
Hobbs Has Experience And Skill 22 


In his first two seasons as Alabama head basketball coach, David Hobbs found himself looking at the 
firepower that had been lost. This year he will greet the big guns for practice on October 15. Bama re- 
turns most of the scoring and rebounding from last years NCAA Tournament team. _ by Kirk McNair 


Women’s Basketball: 


So, What Have They Done Lately? 25 
After reaching the Final Four last year, Alabama Head Coach Rick Moody has a squad of depth and 
talent to continue the success of Bama women’s basketball. by Donna Fromme 


Prep Prospects: 


Offensive Linemen Plentiful In State 28 
This first in-depth look at high school football prospects focuses on the big men-linemen, linebackers 
and tight ends—in the state of Alabama. by Craig Threlkeld 


Fall Baseball Practice: 
Wells Believes Alabama Will Be Good 32 


There was heavy emphasis on conditioning before the mepiuning, of fall baseball practice. New Head 
Coach Jim Wells believes a nucleus of returning players, along with some talented newcomers, means 
Alabama will soon be winning again. by John Barnes 


The Departments 


Scorecard 6 
Men's Basketball Roster 24 
Women’ Basketball Roster 26 
Basketball Schedules 27 
Schedules Of Football Opponents 34 
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BAMA SCORECARD 


Talented State 

USA Today recently published a compre- 
hensive list of which states are producing 
the most top quality football players. By 
quality, the newspaper meant players who 
go on to the National Football League or 
play on college teams ranked in the top 25. 

Naturally, the larger population states have 
an advantage, and, as has been the case fora 
number of years, those states—California, 
Florida, Texas, Ohio and Pennsylvania—had 
provided the most quality players. 

But Alabama, a low population state, had 
very impressive numbers, 38 players in the 
NFL and 70 on top 25 college football 
teams, a total of 108. Only eight states pro- 
vided more quality players, Ten states had 
produced more NFL players, but only six 
states had provided more players for top 25 
college teams. 


Football Signing Date 

Earlier this year we had reported that the 
signing date for 1994 high school senior foot- 
ball players was February 1. Ordinarily, sign- 
ings begin the first Wednesday in February. 
However, an exception to that is when the 
first Wednesday is also the first day of the 
month, Therefore, signing day this year will 
be February 8. It extends until April 8. 


A ls For Alabama 

A national publication, Basketball Times, 
recently included a column by Andy Katz, 
one of those A to Z things. Under A, he said: 

A is for Arkansas, Arizona and Alabama. . 
Alabama is a deep, athletic team which 
should be the sleeper pick to challenge 
Arkansas in the Southeastern Conference. 


Basketball Prospects? 

Bob Gibbons, who ranks among the most 
respected of analysts of basketball recruit- 
ing, has reported that Alabama may sign as 
many as four players this year, which makes 
sense as Coach David Hobbs has four se- 
niors on this year’s squad. 

Gibbons gives an Alabama wish list of five 
point guards, four inside players, and three 
wing players. And he verifies that this is 
considered a good year [or recruiting in 
Alabama after several lean years. 

According to Gibbons, Alabama is involved 
with point guards Brian Williams, 6-2, 
Montgomery Jeff Davis; Bart Hyche, 5-11, 
Winfield; Lonnie Cooper, 6-3, Tallulah, 
Louisiana; B,J. McKie, 6-1, Irmo, South Carolina; 
and Ricky Moore, 6-2, Augusta, Georgia. 

Inside players linked with Bama are Nick 
Shepherd, 6-10, Lake Charles, Louisiana; 
Sam Funches, 6-9, Jackson, Mississippi; 
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Tyrone Washington, 6-10, Indianola, 
Mississippi; and Early Smith, 6-8, Starkville, 
Mississippi. 

Wing players connected to the Tide are 
Larry Florence, 6-6, Phenix City; Michael 
Chadwick, 6-4, Phenix City; and Rogers 
Washington, 6-6, Hanson, Louisiana. 

Gibbons said Arkansas may sign as many 
as seven players, and among those on the 
Razorbacks’ list are Williams and Funches. 

At one time there were reports of Alabama 
being linked with 6-9 power forward Shareef 
Abdur-Rahim of Marietta, Georgia, but Bama 
is not recruiting him. And 6-4 guard 
Vonteego Cummins of Georgia, another who 
had been connected to the Tide, announced 
recently for Pittsburgh. 

A South Carolina source said Alabama was 
having contact with 6-9, 275-pound power 
forward Harold Jamison of Holly Hill, but 
Jamison does not plan to sign in the early 
period, which is November 9-16. 

Most believe that the two point guards 
from Alabama, Williams and Hyche, will not 
go to the same school. 


Basketball On Television 

The Alabama men’s basketball team is 
scheduled for a number of television appear- 
ances and is in a position for several more. 
Already scheduled for telecast by the nation- 
al cable network, ESPN, are Alabama alt 
Tulane December 22, Alabama at home to 
LSU January 17, at Arkansas January 24, and 
home to Kentucky February 21. The 
Jefferson Pilot regional productions (which 
are also usually available on SportsSouth) 
include January 14 against South Carolina 
and February | against Auburn, both in 
Tuscaloosa. 

On February 4, J-P will telecast either 
Georgia at Alabama or Arkansas at 
Mississippi State; February 15 the choices 
are Arkansas at Alabama or Tennessee al 
Florida; and February 25 the network will 
decide between Kentucky at Vanderbilt and 
Alabama at Florida. 

March 4, when Bama closes out the regu- 
lar season at Mississippi State, is a wild card 
date, when J-P will pick a game from 
throughout the conference schedule. 

Meanwhile, the Alabama women have 
three live television appearances following 
their Final Four 1904 season. One of those 
is a rare live telecast by ESPN, which has 
historically shown women's games on a 
delay basis. This year ESPN will have a live 
telecast of the Tide's game against Vanderbilt 
in Tuscaloosa January 8. Bama home games 
against South Carolina on January 22 and 
Tennessee February 5 will be telecast by 


SportsSouth, with the South Carolina game 
also on the J-P network. 


Schedule Change 

When Alabama's men’s basketball schedule 
was lirst released, a tentative schedule, it in- 
cluded a December 10 home game against 
Davidson. However, Davidson had a con- 
flict, and so Alabama replaced Davidson 
with Southern Miss. However, Southern 
Miss had a game December 10, so the 
Golden Eagles agreed to come to Tuscaloosa 
for a February 7 game. The bad part of the 
change is that Bama goes 10 days in 
December, December 7 (vs. Florida 
International) to December 17 (vs. Florida 
A&M) without a game. 


What's Back 

Alabama Head Basketball Coach David 
Hobbs looked at his roster the first two sea- 
sons and saw that most of the experience 
(and scoring and rebounding) had departed. 
This year Alabama returns 90.9 per cent of 
its scoring production and 84.1 per cent of 
its rebounding production. That's not quite 
up to Arkansas, which returns 96 per cent of 
the scoring and 88.9 per cent of the re- 
bounding from its national championship 
season. But compare it to Auburn, which re- 
turns 27.1 per cent of its scoring and 21.7 
per cent of its rebounding. 

Florida, a Final Four team last year, returns 
76.4 per cent of its scoring and 74.7 per cent 
of its rebounding, Kentucky 69.9 per cent 
scoring and 68.90 per cent rebounding, LSU 
47 per cent scoring and 40.7 per cent re- 
bounding, Ole Miss 59.1 per cent scoring 
and 48.1 per cent rebounding, Mississippi 
State 91.9 per cent scoring and 83.5 per cent 
rebounding, South Carolina 49.8 per cent 
scoring and 48.3 per cent rebounding, 
Tennessee 46.1 per cent scoring and 46.8 per 
cent rebounding, and Vanderbilt 49.6 per 
cent scoring and 50.9 per cent rebounding. 


Medical Update 

Its been a busy summer for Alabama bas- 
ketball players—busy in the training room 
and in various hospitals. 

Center Roy Rogers had knee surgery, cen- 
ter Wade Kaiser and wing guard Bryan 
Passink both had foot surgery, small forward 
Anthony Brown shoulder surgery, and point 
guard Terrance Bethel is recovering from 
two broken fingers on his right hand, an in- 
jury that did not require surgery. 


Player Of The Year 
Alabama women's basketball All-America 
Niesa Johnson has said it is her goal to be col- 
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lege basketball's “Player of the Year.” Naturally, 
that's an honor that comes at the end of the 
season. However, if her senior year ends as it is 
beginning, she may reach her goal. In at least 
two national basketball publications-Dick 
Vitales Basketball Yearbook and Lindy’-she is 
the pre-season player of the year. 


Transfer Out 

Konecka Drakeford, who played at 
Virginia for the first part of the 1993-94 sea- 
son before being suspended for a violation 
of team rules, will not play women's basket- 
ball at Alabama as previously announced. 
Drakeford, a high school All-America, trans- 
ferred to Alabama and had been scheduled 
to sit out this season as a redshirt transfer, 
then have three years of eligibility remain- 
ing. In the recruiting process her final choic- 
es had been Virginia and Alabama. 

Ina stern prepared release, Alabama Head 
Coach Rick Moody said, “Konecka 
Drakeford is no longer a part of the basket- 
ball program at The University of Alabama. 
After much consideration, it became obvi- 
ous that this was not the best situation for 
her to meet her needs, personally or athleti- 
cally. We wish her the very best.” 


Early Birds 

Rick Moody plans to give his Crimson Tide 
women's basketball players an eye-opener 
this season. The team will hold its daily prac- 
tice sessions beginning at 6 a.m. 
Traditionally the women have practiced from 
12:45 to 2:45 p.m. in Coleman Coliseum, 
but because several of his players are upper- 
classmen with teaching practicums which re- 
quire the students to be in their schools the 
entire day, Moody had to find a practice time 
when all his players could be there. 


Tipoff Club Barbecue 

Each year the Tuscaloosa Tipoff Club hosts 
a barbecue in Coleman Coliseum for fans to 
meet the Alabama basketball coaches and 
players. This year’s event will be from 6 p.m, 
until 8 p.m. Thursday, October 6. Admission 
is $7 for adults and $5 for children. 


Gray To Louisville 

Former Alabama Assistant Basketball Coach 
Kevin Gray, who served under Wimp 
Sanderson, is back in his hometown of 
Louisville, Kentucky, 

Gray, who left Bama for a position at 
Baylor, is the new head coach at Eastern 
High School, best known at the alma mater 
of Georgia Head Coach Hugh Durham. 


Olsen On National Team 

Former Alabama swimmer Jon Olsen, who 
already owns two Gold Medals and a Bronze 
Medal from the 1992 Olympic Games, has 
been named to the newly-created Resident 
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National Team headed up by former 
Crimson Tide Coach Jonty Skinner. Olsen 
will train with a dozen or so other world 
class Americans in preparation for the 1996 
Olympic Games. The team will be based in 
Colorado Springs, Colorado, site of the 
Olympic Training Center. 


Great Start 

Coach Don Staley’s first-year Alabama 
women's soccer program got off to a terrific 
start, the Tide women winning their first 
seven matches and earning recognition for 
individual players. 

Sophomore striker Jennifer Carle was tied 
for fifth in the nation among NCAA Division 
I scoring leaders, just four points behind the 
national leader. (In soccer, a player is award- 
ed two points for a goal and one for an as- 
sist, although in team scoring a goal counts 
one.) Taylor Eubank, a freshman, was 
ranked 14th in the South Region, while 
sophomore goalkeeper Amy Pseja was 
fourth in the region. 

Bama also won both its matches in the 
Emerald Coast Soccer Tournament in 
Panama City with wins over Stetson and 
South Alabama and Amy Lerche, Jennifer 
Carle, Mindy Delman and Amy Pseja were 
named all-tournament, 


Killing The Record 

Freshman volleyball player Nina Foster 
has already set and broken the record for 
kills in Foster Auditorium. Earlier this year 
she turned in 32 kills, then in a victory over 
Alabama-Birmingham broke her own mark 
with 36 kills. 


Fall Golf 

The Alabama men's golf team of Coach 
Dick Spybey got off to a reasonably good 
start with a fourth place finish in the Jack 
Nicklaus Collegiate, a tournament hosted by 
Ohio State and featuring a number of the 
nation’s top teams. 

Bama was also scheduled to play in the 
Tennessee Tournament of Champions, 
which the Tide won last year, October 2-3, 
the Red River Classic in Dallas October 10- 
11, and host the Jerry Pate National at Shoal 
Creek in Birmingham October 24-25. Bama's 
fall schedule concludes with the Country 
Club of Louisiana Intercollegiate in Baton 
Rouge October 31-November 1, 

The Jerry Pate National has become the 
premier college fall event. This year’s field 
consists of Alabama, Arizona, Arkansas, 
Auburn, Clemson, Florida, Georgia Tech, 
UNLY, Oklahoma State, Texas, Stanford and 
Wake Forest, 

The Alabama women of Coach Betty 
Palmer will play in the Lady Paladin at 
Furman University in Greenville, South 
Carolina, October 21-23, the Carolyn 


Cudone Intercollegiate at Myrtle Beach, 
South Carolina, November 4-6, and the 
NCAA Preview Tournament at Wilmington, 
North Carolina, November 11-13. 


Fall Tennis 

New Alabama Men's Tennis Coach Joey 
Rive was to put his team into action for the 
first time this fall in the National Clay Court 
Championships in Jackson, Mississippi, 
September 25-October 1. Other fall dates in- 
clude the USL Invitational in Lafayette, 
Louisiana, and the Georgia Tech Invitational 
in Atlanta, both scheduled October 7-9, the 
All-American Championships in Austin, 
Texas, October 9-16, the Southern 
Collegiates in Athens, Georgia, October 21- 
24, and the Rolex Region III Indoors in 
Nashville November 4-7. 

The women's tennis team of Coach Jim 
Tressler opened play the last weekend in 
September with exceptional success in host- 
ing hosting the prestigious Roberta Allison 
Fall Classic. 

Bama women took the titles in both the A 
and B flight singles and also won the A dou- 
bles. Lori Smith won the A flight while 
Monica Kervandijan won the B flight in sin- 
gles. In doubles, Marouschka van Dijk and 
Hilde Otterman took the A title. All won in 
straight sets. 

In October the team will participate in 
both the All-American Collegiate in Los 
Angeles and the San Destin (Florida) 
Collegiate Invitational October 18-23, the 
SEC Fall Tournament in Athens October 27- 
30, and the ITA Rolex Regional in Jackson 
November 4-7. 


Off And Running 

The Alabama cross country team of Coach 
David Troy has dominated the competition 
in the early going. Both the men’s and wom- 
en's teams are perfect after three meets, both 
squads winning the Tulane Invitational, 
Alabama's own Crimson Tide Classic, and 
the Vanderbilt Invitational. 

The Bama women, who are ranked 14th in 
the nation, have had an opponent finish 
among the top four runners in only one 
race, 


Scholarship Winner 

Hitachi America, Ltd., presents $5,000 post- 
graduate scholarships to a representative of 
each of the 67 members of the College 
Football Association. The recipient must be 
connected to football and pursuing a teaching 
career. Alabama's representative is Scott 
Brewer, a student trainer for Alabama last year. 


Or Something Like That 

It was bound to happen. A classified ad in 
a recent Tuscaloosa News offered for sale four 
gallons of “Sherman Williams paint.” 


NCAA Allegations: 


Now Alabama Has Its Say 


by Kirk McNair 


Although any charge is 
serious, University seems 
to be on firm ground 


s the day of reckoning, September 
A neared, there was some appre- 

hension. An NCAA investigation is 
serious business, so serious in the case of 
Alabama that it took nearly two years to 
complete (although just one year under the 
heading of “preliminary inquiry”), 
Throughout that period Alabama officials 
were required to provide everything and ev- 
eryone the NCAA investigators wanted. 
Additionally, University officials (and play- 
ers and coaches and fans) had to listen to 
the irresponsible rumors (“38 violations!”, 
“a pattern of violations!”, any number of 
current athletes “being declared ineligi- 
ble!”), all of which, in the end, proved un- 
true. The false prophets have grasped at the 
straw of “major violations,” as declared in 
the letter announcing the charges against 
Alabama. However, that is a technicality. 
The most minor of infractions are sec- 
ondary; all others are major, And all majors 
are not created equal. 

The charges against Alabama, even if true, 
would be at the lower end of the major vio- 
lations scale. 

By now everyone is aware of those 
charges. Alabama President Dr. Roger Sayers 
said in his response to the letter from the 
NCAA: 

“The letter contains two allegations of 
possible rules infractions in our football 
program. The first alleges that former stu- 
dent-athlete Gene Jelks obtained bank loans 
that require further clarification. The second 
questions whether the football program re- 
sponded in a timely manner to information 
about an agent contacting former student- 
athlete Antonio Langham.” 

Of much more importance than what was 
alleged is what was not. 

Alabama was not charged with recruiting 
violations. Alabama was not charged with 
providing extra benefits to current players. 
Alabama was not charged with academic ir- 


University Response 

The University released the four-page 
cover letter from S. David Berst, NCAA as- 
sistant executive director for Enforcement 
and Eligibility Appeals, but did not release 
the investigative summary, thought to be as 
many as eight pages, which detail the allega- 
tions. 

Therefore, the best information about the 
specific charges came in a written statement 
from University President Roger Sayers. 
Here is the text of that statement: 


Today we received a letter from the NCAA 
that has been the subject of intense media 
and fan interest. A program like ours, with 


its history of national championships and its 
record of NCAA compliance, naturally 
draws attention. 

The letter contains two allegations of pos- 
sible rules infractions in our football pro- 
gram. The first alleges that former student- 
athlete Gene Jelks obtained bank loans that 
require further clarification. The second 
questions whether the football program re- 
sponded in a timely manner to information 
about an agent contacting former student- 
athlete Antonio Langham. As you know, we 
self-reported the Langham circumstances 
and declared him ineligible for the SEC 
Championship Game and the Gator Bowl. 

This report, the result of almost two years 


regularities. There was no mention of the 
dreaded “lack of institutional control.” In 
fact, the letter from the NCAA stated, “We 
did not uncover systemic abuses.” 

The letter included an excuse as lame as 
those now offered by the radio talk show 
participants and the occasional irresponsible 
journalists now found to be without sources 
of information. The investigation was begun 
because of numerous allegations by Jelks 
against a handful of Alabama coaches and 
supporters. “During this review, highly visi- 
ble lawsuits involving some of the princi- 
pals slowed the progress of our investiga- 
tion.” The letter did not explain how those 
lawsuits could possibly have slowed their in- 
vestigation, 

Although the NCAA investigative staff 
doesn't have to consider the credibility of 
witnesses, the allegations of Jelks were rou- 
tinely dismissed. The one charge involving 
Jelks was not one of his allegations. The 


Dr. Roger Sayers 


of exhaustive investigation, names no cur- 
rent student-athletes and contains no other 
allegations. 

When we have completed our inquiry and 
prepared our response, we will release the 
NCAA investigative summary. Release of the 
summary before that time would impede the 
university's ability to complete an inquiry 
and prepare its response. We will move with 
dispatch to conclude this matter. 


NCAA said it “has determined thz 
tion concerning other possible violations in- 
volving him either was outside of the 
NCAAs statute of limitation requirements. . 
.or did not appear to satisfy appropriate 
standards for reliability for an allegation. . .” 
It has since been determined that Jelks 
was paid from a slush fund administered by 
his attorney and that at least one Auburn 
booster was involved in Jelks’ allegations. 


evertheless, perhaps because NCAA 
N investigators do have to answer to 

someone about the amount of time 
and money they spend on a case, Jelks’ 
name did appear. Consider Alabama's culpa- 
bility in this scenario: 

Gene Jelks finished his Alabama career on 
January 1, 1990. Although he had not yet 
completed his degree requirements and his 
scholarship was still in force, he elected not 
to enroll in The University that spring. 
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Sometime after that, Jerry Albano, an agent 
in Birmingham, said that he helped Jelks ar- 
range to receive bank loans. Albano said fol- 
lowing the announcement of the NCAA 
charges that he was told by an NCAA inves- 
tigator that might be a violation. A violation 
by Alabama? When Alabama signs a football 
player, when does Alabama's responsibility 
to control his behavior end? 

Most believe this charge will be dismissed 
without comment by the Infractions 
Committee. 

The “What did they know and when did 
they know it?” question regarding the 
Antonio Langham affair appears on the sur- 
face to be the more serious charge. However, 
there are several points to consider: 

1.) Details of the controversy-Langham 
reportedly saying that shortly after the 1993 
Sugar Bowl game he told Alabama Head 
Coach Gene Stallings he had signed with an 
agent-have been supplied by Mike Fish of 
the Atlanta Journal-Constitution, the same re- 
porter and newspaper that brought you 
reams of information on the Gene Jelks alle- 
gations that have been discredited at every 
turn. 
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2.) Stallings has been quoted as saying he 
did not know an agent was involved. 

3.) Both Langham and Clyde Goode (fa- 
ther of the Goodes who played at Alabama, 
who began representing Langham after 
Langham was drafted by the Cleveland 
Browns) both gave Alabama signed docu- 
ments saying they did not know Langham 
had signed a contract with an agent. 

4.) Langham, as all college athletes, had to 
sign an eligibility form before the 1993 sea- 
son, and one part of that form asks whether 
a player has or has ever had an agent. 

5.) It would have been in Alabama's best 
interest to declare Langham ineligible prior 
to the season rather than prior to a game for 
the Southeastern Conference championship 
and a chance to go to the Sugar Bowl. 

Although Alabama has until November 22 
to provide its clarifications and defense to 
the members of the Infractions Committee, 
an unnamed Alabama official was quoted as 
saying The University expected to have its 
documentation prepared much more quickly. 
However, it is not known if Alabama's case 
will go before the Infractions Committee at 
its November 11-13 meeting in Kansas City, 
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or if it will go over to the February 24 meet- 
ing in Clearwater, Florida. The February 
hearing falls in the final week of football re- 
cruiting, and Stallings is among those who 
must appear before the committee, 

Others who are required to attend are 
Sayers (or his designated representative out- 
side the athletics department), Athletics 
Director Cecil Ingram, Faculty Chairman of 
Athletics Tom Jones, and Compliance 
Officer Dr. Gary White. (Although White re- 


tired last spring, he has been retained as a 
consultant to the athletics department until 
this matter is resolved.) It is reasonable to 
expect that University attorneys (in addition 
to Jones, who is a member of the law school 
faculty) will also attend. 

Attorneys in private practice would love to 
defend Alabama against these charges in a 
court of law, but the accused before the 
Infractions Committee does not carry the 
same rights as a defendant in a criminal or 
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civil action. However, it should be pointed 
out that Alabama and every other member 
of the NCAA is a voluntary member and a 
part of the rules-making body of the NCAA. 

The letter from the NCAA made mention 
of the applicable sections of the NCAA Rule 
Book of the potential penalties Alabama 
could be facing. The maximum penalties for 
an institution judged guilty of major rules 
infractions are severe: two years probation 
(which includes a ban on television games 
and/or post-season play), reductions in 
scholarship and/or recruiting visits, restric- 
tions (and even dismissal) of involved staff 
members. 

However, there are penalties quite less se- 
vere, including probation without sanctions 
(meaning the institution would be on proba- 
tion, but still eligible for television and for 
post-season play) and reprimand. 

Most now believe the worst penalty 
Alabama could receive is probation without 
sanctions, that a reprimand is the most like- 
ly penalty, and that Alabama is in a defensi- 
ble position to be judged not guilty. 


irmingham Post-Herald columnist Bill 
Bor reported an interesting 

rumor, although if it is no more valid 
that rumors that whirled during the NCAA 
investigation of Alabama it needs to be im- 
mediately forgotten. However, since it is 
known that at least one Auburn booster was 
involved in the Jelks affair, it rates a look. 

According to Lumpkin, the story is “that a 
group of wealthy Auburn boosters pooled 
money to hire private investigators to search 
out Alabama recruiting violations.” 

Aside from the issue that such activity 
would show one doesn't have to be intelli- 
gent to be wealthy, proven Auburn activity 
on the Jelks front and in providing false in- 
formation of other Alabama activity to the 
NCAA might shift the focus of NCAA inves- 
tigation to the Southeast. However, that is 
highly unlikely. Although Auburn has a past 
history of getting on probation while on 
probation, that was before the NCAA's 
“Death Penalty.” If Auburn was found guilty 
of a lack of institutional control regarding its 
boosters while on probation for a lack of in- 
stitutional control, the NCAA could hardly 
fail to use the “Death Penalty,” unless that 
penalty is truly no longer an option. The 
SMU case proved that the “Death Penalty” 
can cause not only irreparable harm to the 
school receiving it, but also to the entire 
conference. 
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The Turners: 


Brothers, Friends, Football Players 


by John Barnes 


More good things in store 
for Alabama football and 
for two good men 


hroughout the long history of the 
| program, there have been a number 
of football-playing brothers at the 
University of Alabama. Among the most no- 
table are the kicking Davis brothers in the 
1960s and ’70s, the Hannahs in the ’70s and 
the Goodes in the ’80s. Now it’s the ’90s, 
and a new pair of brothers have an opportu- 
nity to make an unusual simultaneous con- 
tribution. 
Eric Turner, a junior strong safety, and 


Taurus Turner, a sophomore fullback, are 
making names for themselves alongside 
more established Crimson Tide stars. 

Hailing from the northeast Alabama town 
of Fort Payne, the Turner brothers are simi- 
lar in looks and stature. They share a com- 
mon goal of leading Alabama to a national 
championship. They are both polite, articu- 
late and respectful. They are also roomates. 
Roomates? Isn't that pushing it a little? 

“Not at all,” said Eric. “I wouldn't have it 
any other way. When Taurus got here last 
fall, I felt it was sort of my responsibility to 
look after him. That’s the way my parents 
raised us and that's the way it is.” 

Born 13 months apart, Eric and Taurus 
have always been close. Although there may 
be no such thing as a “perfect” sibling rela- 
tionship, the Turners feel comfortable to- 
gether, each looking to the other for support 
and guidance. “I think I’m lucky to have 


Eric around here,” said Taurus. “We get 
along well and by rooming together, it’s real- 
ly not that different from when we were 
kids. I’ve always shared a room with Eric so 
its nothing new.” 

The last player signed by the Tide in 1992, 
Eric Turner was recruited as a running back, 
but made the move to safety following Blair 
Canale’s season-ending knee injury in early 
1992. Playing primarily on special teams and 
occasionally as an extra defensive back in 
Bama’ nickel package, Eric was treated to a na- 
tional championship in his freshman season. 

Playing in every game in 1992, Eric 
recorded 14 tackles for the year and made 
the defensive rotation in four games. His 
highlight of the year was a memorable blitz 
of Miami quarterback Gino Toretta in the 
1993 Sugar Bowl. “Not many people have 
the opportunity of coming in as a true fresh- 
man and being a part of a national champi- 


Eric Turner (left) and Taurus Turner are brothers, roommates and Crimson Tide teammates. Although both are back-up performers now, the future looks 
bright for the Fort Payne natives. Eric is backing up senior strong safety Sam Shade, while Taurus is number two behind senior fullback Tarrant aie i 
Barry Fikes Photo 
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onship,” said Eric. “It was a great feeling. | 
hope both Taurus and I have a chance to ex- 
perience it again before we leave here.” 


t 6-1, 205 pounds, Taurus is a good 
A: pounds heavier than his older 

brother. One of the top players in the 
state out of Fort Payne High School, Taurus 
arrived at The Capstone to find himself 
working alongside Eric at fullback. Prior to 
Canale’s injury, Eric had been moved to full- 
back to shore up depth problems in the of- 
fensive backfield. Throughout the first days 
of fall practice in 1993, Eric and Taurus bat- 
tled each other for the back-up spot to 
starter Tarrant Lynch. 

“It is a little weird battling your own 
brother for playing time,” said Taurus. “We 
were always competing as kids, so there was 
nothing new on that end. But I never 
thought we would be fighting for the same 
position in college. It was kind of fun in a 
strange way.” 

The dilemma was soon solved as Eric was 
moved back to defense after a few days. In 
the end, Taurus emerged as the Tide's prima- 
ry back-up to Lynch. Although he rushed for 
only 103 yards on 22 carries, he gave Head 
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Coach Gene Stallings’ team some much- 
needed depth at the position. He stepped in 
for an injured Lynch and started in Bama’s 
1993 contest against Ole Miss in Oxford. 

“That was a great experience,” said 
Taurus. “To get my first start in a hostile en- 
vironment was good for me. We didn't play 
very well except for David (Palmer). When I 
look back, | see we were lucky to get out of 
there alive.” 

Once again, Taurus finds himself locked in 
battle for a back-up role to Lynch. Although 
he emerged from spring practice as the num- 
ber two fullback, true freshman Ed Scissum 
is being touted by some as Bama’s fullback 
of the future. Taurus agrees that Scissum has 
talent, but believes experience is on his side. 
“Anytime you have a competitive situation, 
it makes both players better.” said Taurus. 
“Like always, I'll give 100 per cent and let 
the coaches decide.” 

Like Taurus, Eric will push for playing 
time in Alabama’s vaunted secondary. Eric 
completed spring practice as the Tide’s num- 
ber two strong safety behind Sam Shade. He 
will continue to see action on special teams 
and in third-and-long situations. New com- 
petiton in the form of some talented fresh- 
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men has made Eric's job tougher. 

“You've got to be ready at all times,” said 
Eric. “Sam is an All-America safety, but you 
never know when something might happen. 
With all the injuries we had last year, you 
just never know. If something happens to 
Sam, I’m ready to step in and do the job.” 


did not grow up Alabama fans. Born in 

Beckley, West Virginia, the Turners were 
devout followers of the West Virginia 
Mountaineers. Even after the family moved to 
Fort Payne in 1982, Eric and Taurus continued 
to follow the Mountaineer program through its 
rise to national prominence in the late 1980s. 

However, all that changed when Eric 
signed with Alabama in 1992. Blue and Gold 
took a back seat to Crimson and White. The 
Turner family is now fully steeped in the 
Alabama tradition. 

Lazenia Turner, mother of the Turners, be- 
lieves the family’s strong faith, discipline, 
and dedication to academic excellence has 
made the Turner brothers what they are 
today. “They really were good kids growing 
up,” she said. “We always tried to stress 
what was important in life. We taught them 


Ss as it may seem, Eric and Taurus 
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a lot at home about what it means to be 
good people. They're both good leaders. Eric 
is much more outspoken and is a vocal-type 
leader, Taurus is much quieter and prefers to 
lead by example rather than word. | always 
had trouble with the football. Even when 
they were little and playing pee-wee, I had a 
hard time watching the games.” 

Eric and Taurus credit their parents for 
giving them the direction needed to become 
good citizens. “Our dad is a minister and he 
and Mom always stressed how important it 
is to have strong faith because it pays off in 
every aspect of life,” said Taurus. “Eric and | 
just get along real well; always have. We 
argue sometimes, but we never fight. 
Sometimes you have to argue to get things 
worked out. Brothers who never argue or 
fight. . .I'm not sure if that’s real healthy. 
We're not only brothers and roommates, but 
friends as well. 1 know so many people who 
don't get along with their brothers or sisters 
and it’s really kind of sad.” 

With their obvious similarities, one might 
think the Turners would have trouble ex- 
pressing their individuality, “Not so,” said 
Eric. “We are brothers, but we're different 
people. We have different personalities, dif- 
ferent friends, different ways of expressing 
ourselves. Taurus is much more laid-back 
and quiet. | think that I’m a little more 
outgoing, a little more vocal. We are alike in 
many ways, but no two people are absolute- 
ly identical.” 

It is possible that Eric and Taurus will 
spend their entire careers at Alabama in 
back-up role. Both will have an opportunity 
to start in 1995, if not sooner, but they un- 
derstand and accept their roles on the team. 
“On a team, everyone plays a role,” said 
Eric. “Taurus and | will always work hard 
on and off the field. We're going to make a 
contribution, there’s no doubt about that. 
Next year, I'll be a senior and I'd like to be 
the starter at strong safety. If neither of us 
ever start, we've still gotten a great educa- 
tion and played for one of the premier pro- 
grams in the country.” 

As Alabama sets its sights on a successful 
campaign in 1994, the Turners both feel 
Bama has the ingredients for a good season. 
“I see a lot of that same fire and intensity I 
saw in 1992,” said Eric. “Staying healthy 
will be the key. We'll get a little bit better 
every week, By the end of the year, we 
should have a pretty good football team.” 

It is refreshing to see two brothers who not 
only get along well, but actually like each 
other. To live and work so close to one another 
would, for many, put a serious strain on even 
the strongest relationships. However, for Eric 
and Taurus Turner, the role is nothing new. 
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Will Friend: 


He Knows How To Make Contact 


by Donald F. Staffo 


After a redshirt season, acclaimed recruit of 1993 making his presence felt for Tide 


ure, he'll be your Friend. That is, if 
S you aren't wearing the opponents’ uni- 
form and lined up across from him. In 
that case, Alabama offensive guard Will 
Friend will try to be your worst enemy. 
Friend, a redshirt freshman who has 
moved into a starting position at right 
guard, understands that his job each 


Saturday is to open holes for Crimson Tide 
runners to blast through and to prevent on- 
rushing defenders from getting their hands 
on the Bama quarterback. 

Friend was among Alabama’s most ac- 
claimed recruits two years ago, earning 
Parade All-America and USA Today honor- 
able mention All-America after playing for 


his father, Chuck, at Neshoba High School 
in Philadelphia, Mississippi. He was rated 
the top prospect in Mississippi, the sixth 
best lineman in the nation, and the 13th 
best player in the South. A tight end who 
also doubled as a tackle and end on defense, 
Friend didn’t win that kind of recognition 
without serious contact work. 


Redshirt freshman Will Friend (68) has joined the likes of Jon Stevenson (69), Kareem McNeal (74) and Maurice Belser (64) on Alabama's offensive line. 
Friend has worked hard to get where he is, but knows he still has a long way to go. 
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Friend was something of a surprise starter 
in the opening game of the year against 
Chattanooga. Laron White had come out of 
spring training as the leader at the position. 
And although Friend made some typical 
rookie mistakes in his first start, he played 
well enough to hold on to his first team job. 
Its somewhat unusual for a freshman-even 
a redshirt freshman-—to start in the offensive 
line because it is such a complicated posi- 
tion, but there is recent precedent for it. 
Matt Hammond started as a redshirt fresh- 
man left tackle in 1990, and four years later 
had an Alabama record with 50 consecutive 
starting assignments. 

Although Friend considered other col- 
leges, notably Notre Dame, when being re- 
cruited, he was a life-long Alabama fan and 
had little trouble making his decision. In 
fact, he was the first prospect to commit 
publicly to Alabama and signed following 
the 1992 national championship season. 

His dream came true when he emerged 
from the tunnel at Legion Field on 
September 3. “I didn’t know what to ex- 
pect,” Friend said. “I was nervous. Looking 
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around the stadium and seeing all those 
people, I was kind of lost for a second. I had 
to catch hold of myself. 

“Bubba (Michael) Ray and Freddie 
Kitchens and | had agreed to all run out to- 
gether, but I forgot. They had to come and 
get me. Running out, I got chills. It was 
thrilling and a lot of fun. Everyone told me 
it was going to be like that, but it’s even 
more than you can imagine. 

“Once | got in the huddle I kind of settled 
down and just played. The first play from 
scrimmage was a pass and | remember 
thinking, ‘I'd better not get beat and give up 
a sack.’ And, fortunately, | didn’t.” 


ut he wasn’t a world-beater, either. 
Be= though the opening game was 

against Chattanooga, Friend found it 
to be much tougher competition than he 
had faced when dominating high school op- 
ponents. In Bama’s 42-13 victory, the offen- 
sive line did not live up to the expectations 
of Head Coach Gene Stallings or Assistant 
Coach Jim Fuller, who tutors the Tide’s 
guards and centers. 
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Will Friend 


“Will made five or six mistakes during the 
38 snaps he played,” Fuller said. “He missed 
some blocks and twice on pass protection he 
gave up too much ground on the inside, 
forcing the quarterback to hurry his passes. 
He graded out at 71 per cent which is about 
average. That was good enough to win 
against Chattanooga, but it won't be good 
enough against most of the teams we play.” 

Fuller said he was somewhat surprised by 
some of Will's errors “because he is very 
knowledgeable about the game, which is a 
plus. Like a lot of our young linemen, Will 
doesn’t completely understand at what level 
he’s playing. His intensity level and his 
tempo level have got to be way, way up 
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Mississippi State 
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Going Places Travel Presents 
“Going Places With the Tide - 1994” 


Going Places Travel is the only travel agency to offer "Bama fans a 
choice of home or away game packages which include game tick- 
ets. We look forward to hearing from you soon. 


there, and that’s not the case right now. 
Hopefully, it will be by mid-season. But I ex- 
pect him to be in mid-season form now, and 
he's not. It's not because he’s not trying, but I 
expect him to get better.” 

Friend agreed that he made too many mis- 
takes in that first game. And they were men- 
tal mistakes, not the result of being out- 
muscled or out-hustled. When is a block not 
a block? “Three times I blocked the wrong 
guy,” he said. “The problem with that is | 
left my man unblocked, which is the worst 
mistake an offensive lineman can make. My 
number one priority is to correct that.” 

Friend knows that with the Georgias, 
Tennessees and Auburns down the line he 
has got to improve. “I need to play better 
than | did,” he said. “I’ve got to be ready. | 
can't miss assignments.” However, he feels 
that working against the Tide defense will 
help prepare him for what is ahead. “From 
now on the guys are going to be a lot bigger, 
a lot faster, and a lot more physical, but 
playing against guys like Shannon Brown, 
Ozell Powell and Matt Parker in practice 
will get you ready for anyone. We may have 
the best defense in the country. I feel if you 
can do okay against our guys, you can block 
most people.” 


riend also realizes that gearing up for 
Fe likes of the Bulldogs, Vols., and 


Tigers is not his only concern. He has 
to fight off the constant challenge of Lamar 
White, whom Friend acknowledges is capa- 
ble of taking over. 

“So I've got to keep working,” said Friend, 
who didn’t see his name at the top of the 
depth chart until a week and a half before 
Bama kicked off the season when he was 
switched from backing-up Maurice Belcher 
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Jim Fuller 


at left guard to number one right guard. 

“Midway through last season was when | 
first began to feel like I could do the job,” he 
said. “My goal going into this season was to 
start, and I guess I'm the only one who 
thought I could start. That was what | 
worked for throughout the summer. 

“1 know I've got stiff competition, but the 
way | look at it, it is now my job to hold my 
position. It’s the job I want, and I don’t want 
to lose it.” 

Though he said he initially wanted to play 
last season, Friend now realizes that red- 
shirting was in his best interest. “When | 
first got here 1 wanted to play, but that isn’t 
the way it worked out,” he said. “It was hard 
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last year doing everything everybody else 
was doing during the week, and then not 
being able to suit up and play on Saturday. 
That was the worst part. But now that it’s 
over, I'm glad I was redshirted. Because if I 
had played last year, it wouldn't have been 
very much. 

“So I used last year to get stronger and 
better, and to learn the system. It wasn’t 
only a learning experience for me, but for all 
of the linemen (Chris Jordan and Joel 
Holiday) who came in with me. We all got 
redshirted and we used that to get closer to- 
gether.” 

At 6-2 and 267-pounds, Friend also used 
last year to trim down and toughen up. 
After coming in at 280, he shed 20 pounds 
before deciding that was too much. 

“At first Coach Fuller thought | was too 
heavy. When I got down to 260, | thought I 
was too light. I was getting pushed around 
too much. Everybody has their own best 
playing weight, and between 265 and 270 is 
mine. The difference is, with practice and 
weight lifting, my body fat is down.” 

Freshman mistakes aside, Fuller likes 
Friend’s attitude and his work habits. 


Consequently he sees a lot of potential ready 
to be tapped. 

“First of all, Will wants very much to bea 
player at Alabama. He expressed that to me,” 
Fuller said. “He said that if there’s anything 
he can do to help, he'll do it. 

“He's gota good attitude, he listens, he un- 
derstands what's got to be done, and he does 
what he's supposed to do. He's got good in- 
telligence, good athletic ability, he’s strong, 
and he's got good technique using his feet. 

“With those combinations Will can do 
whatever he wants to as an offensive line- 
man. He has the potential to reach as high as 
he wants to with his goals. He's an enjoyable 
young man to coach.” 

Friend also had the advantage of playing 
for his father in high school. “That helped 
me because after practice, we always 
brought football home,” he said. “We 
watched a lot of film together.” 

“A lot of times my father used me as an 
example. Not just on the field, but when 
talking to the team about not missing classes 
and things like that. 

“But he didn’t expect anything out of me 
that | didn’t expect out of myself.” 


Fuller agreed that playing for his father helped 
Friend. “He grew up around football and he 
came out of a good high school program. 

“He was a highly recruited player coming 
out of high school, but we've had a lot of 
those. We've also had a lot of coach's sons. 

Fuller then joked, “sometimes it’s like a 
preacher's son. Not all of them are like their 
fathers.” 

Like his father, however, Friend, would 
one day like to coach. If given a choice, he 
would prefer that be after a career in the 
NEL. 

“Anybody who ever played college football 
would love to have a shot at the pros,” he 
stated. “Whether that happens or not, that’s 
a long way down the road.” 

With only a few games of college ball 
under his belt, Friend knows that there are 
many, many more battles to be fought in the 
trenches of Bryant-Denny Stadium, Legion 
Field, and in places like Knoxville, Auburn, 
and Georgia. 

“| missed it by a year. All the guys around 
here have (National Championship) rings,” 
he said, alluding to his immediate goal. “I 
want one too.” 
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Dameian Jeffries: 


He Wants 


Successful | 
Final Year 


by Kirk McNair 


Senior defensive end 
wanted to succeed earlier, 
but now has his chance 


bout 3 a.m. on signing day, February 
A: 1991, Dameian Jeffries said good- 

bye to Florida State Coach Bobby 
Bowden and hung up the telephone at his 
home in Sylacauga. He then picked up the 
phone and called Alabama Assistant Coach 
Ellis Johnson. “I told him I was coming to 
Alabama,” Jeffries said. “He asked me if | 
was sure, and I told him I was.” — 

Few others knew of Jeffries’ decision. He 
had told his parents, and he told B.B. Comer 
Assistant Coach Ty Cobb. “It was an excit- 
ing day,” Jeffries said. “I remember ironing 
my clothes to go to school that day, where 
we were having a press conference.” 

The signing of Jeffries completed an amaz- 
ing last day of recruiting success as the Tide 
also signed David Palmer in a battle with 
FSU and Sam Shade, who had been an- 
nounced as having committed to Auburn. 

Some ratings services had listed Palmer as 
the state’s top prospect, while others said 
Jeffries was number one. Jeffries was a 
Parade All-America. He was also ranked by 
one service as the nation’s top tight end 
prospect, even though some considered him 
an even better prospect as a defensive play- 
er. 

As is often the case at Alabama, the de- 
fense got him. Jeffries worked at outside 
linebacker for a few days as a freshman in 
1991, then made the move to defensive end. 


The 4-3 defense being used by Alabama this year 
enables defensive linemen to get up field more 
quickly, and all the defensive linemen like it 
more than the 34 previously employed. Dameian 
Jeffries tries to get up field against an opposing 
blocker. 

Barry Fikes Photo 
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He's been there ever since. “It was primarily 
a matter of size,” the 6-4, 268-pound Jeffries 
said, then added, quietly, “and speed in pass 
coverage.” He thinks the move was a good 
one. “I’m better as a defensive lineman, par- 
ticularly on pass rush,” he said. 

Although now Jeffries wouldn't take any- 
thing for the tutelage he has had under 
Coach Mike Dubose, it wasn’t a marriage 
made in heaven. There was a rocky honey- 
moon. “I always respected him, but I didn’t 
always like his ways,” Jeffries said. “Now | 
understand everything he does is for the 
best. He won't let me cheat myself. He tells 
us all the time, ‘If you don’t want to be the 
best you can be, don’t come out here.’ He 
gets it out of you one way or the other, every 
day.” 

Jeffries said Dubose is one reason there's 
not a lot of pressure on him during big foot- 
ball games. “Coach Dubose puts more pres- 
sure on us in practice than anyone could,” 
Jeffries said. “Then on game day he’s re- 
laxed, so we don’t feel any extra pressure. | 
think all of us (Alabama players) put pres- 
sure on ourselves because we have high ex- 
pectations, but in my case | think it makes 
me a better player.” 

Jeffries had a real concern last winter 
when it was announced that Dubose was 
leaving Alabama to re-join the Tampa Bay 
Bucs of the National Football League. “I was 
sad,” Jeffries said. “Then Coach (Woody) 
McCorvey told me Coach Dubose was stay- 
ing. I was real happy.” 


effries didn’t really burst onto the scene 
at Alabama. His first two years he spent 
in a back-up role to All-America Eric 
try. Even though he played in all but one 
game as a freshman (turning in 10 tackles, 
three quarterback pressures and a fumble re- 
covery) and in 10 games as a sophomore 
member of the national championship team 
(turning in 11 tackles, including three 
sacks, and a fumble recovery), he said, “I 
never played in a crucial situation in an SEC 
game. The competition in SEC games is at a 
lot different level. You can’t make mistakes. 
It's a faster game and the competition is bet- 
ter.” 

Jeffries was part of the Red Cross corps 
last year, one of a number of Tiders who suf- 
fered injuries. He started the opening game 
against Tulane, but in practice the next week 
suffered a fractured toe that required surgery 
and missed the next four games and was pri- 
marily a back-up man the rest of the year. 
He finished the season with 26 tackles, in- 
cluding one sack. 

“I was crushed,” Jeffries said of the injury. 
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The Thomas-Drew practice field at Alabama is not ordinarily a place of relaxation for Alabama defen- 
sive linemen. Senior defensive end Dameian Jeffries said that one reason Bama players don't feel pres- 
sure in games is because Assistant Coach Mike Dubose, who tutors the defensive linemen, puts so 


much pressure on them in practice. 


“| had been playing well and then right at 
the end of practice, a conditioning drill 
called ‘perfect play,’ 1 was sprinting to the 
ball. | heard it pop. They told me I would be 
out six weeks, and | thought ‘Redshirt.’ I 


Barry Fikes Photo 


didn’t want to be redshirted. | wanted to go 
out with my group.” 

Jeffries didn’t want to have surgery. “I just 
wanted to let it heal itself,” he said, “but Dr. 
Fowler (team orthopedic surgeon Les 
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Fowler) told me it would be better to have 
surgery. He did a good job and | was back in 
five weeks.” 

Even though he missed about half the sea- 
son, Jeffries did not consider taking a medi- 
cal redshirt. “I thought I could help the de- 
fense,” he said. “And I hated watching from 
the sidelines. I have no regrets.” 


e said that while he has had “up- 
Hertionn years ever since | have 

been here, | feel this is my year. | 
just haven't been consistent. This year I want 
to do something about that. Coming out of 
high school I was heavily recruited and peo- 
ple expected a lot from me. A lot of people 
have probably been disappointed in me. 

“And I've been disappointed in myself,” he 
said. “I had high expectations. | thought | 
was going to play a lot as a freshman. Now 
I'm a senior and time has gone by fast for 
me. This is it for me. 

“| wanted my success to come earlier, but 
I've got my chance now, and that's all I can 
ask for,” he said. 

As a senior, Jeffries is playing left end in 
Alabama's 4-3 defense. Although he said 
there is no difference in the assignments of 
the left and right ends (and some, like 
Kelvin Moore, play both), Jeffries is strictly 
a left end. However, like Elverett Brown (a 
right end and right tackle), Jeffries can also 
play tackle, and has on occasion. 

Jeffries said there is “a lot of difference” 
for defensive linemen in Alabama playing a 
4-3, as opposed to the 3-4 of past years. In 
the 3-4, defensive linemen must read two of- 
fensive linemen, then rush the available gap. 
In the 4-3, the defensive linemen play a one- 
gap technique, meaning they read just one 
offensive lineman to determine their rush 
routes, “It's a lot more up-the-field now,” he 
said. “We can play much faster. None of it’s 
easy, but I think everyone likes the 4-3 bet- 
ter because we go at the snap of the ball, not 
having to wait a second to get the read.” 

One of the most difficult tasks for Jeffries 
is just keeping his job. “We have a lot of 
good guys who work hard and the competi- 
tion is fierce,” Jeffries said. “We push each 
other, which makes us all better. But you 
can’t relax. That would be a big mistake.” 

Jeffries has had one big play this year, one 
that earned him a nickname. 

“The guys started calling me ‘Cutback’ 
when we were looking at films of the 
Vanderbilt game,” Jeffries said, smiling. 
Against the Commodores Jeffries grabbed a 
tipped pass and returned it 24 yards. He 
started downfield on the left side, then cut 
back right before finally being tackled from 
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behind. The interception return was longer 
than any pass play Bama had against the 
Commodores and it also set up the Tide's 
first touchdown in a tough 17-7 win. “That 
was fun,” he said. “I guess that was a high- 
light for me. But we've got a long way to go, 
and | hope to have some more big plays.” 

He said, “The fun is in the winning. And 
its even more fun when everyone comes to- 
gether as a team. When the defense is click- 
ing and nobody can move the ball on us, 
that’s exciting.” 


s most Alabama football players, 
At: has two primary goals, one 

team goal and one individual goal. “I 
only played five snaps in the Sugar Bowl 
game against Miami,” Jeffries said. “We had 
great guys here then, Eric Curry, John 
Copeland, people like that. 1 wanted to get 
in that game and make some plays that 
would make a difference, but that wasn’t my 
role. I got a ring, but I’ve always felt that 
those seniors had to have a real special feel- 
ing going out with a national championship. 


This is my senior year, and that’s what I 
want. 

“Hopefully, I will have a good year. Eric 
and John, I think, are the best two linemen 
ever to come through here. | want to play 
like them this year.” 

Jeffries said he learned a lot playing be- 
hind them for two years. “They helped me,” 
he said. “I learned that you never give up, 
that you play hard all the time, every snap. 
Playing behind those guys | saw some unbe- 
lievable stuff. 1 don’t consider those wasted 
years. They were a great learning experience 
for me.” 

After his senior year, Jeffries hopes for an 
opportunity to play in the NFL. He recently 
gota little encouragement from an old team- 
mate. “Eric (Curry, now with Tampa Bay) 
called me the other day,” Jeffries said. “He 
told me he heard | had been doing a good 
job. He told me to keep it up and maybe I'd 
be up there with him. And if | don't make it 
in the NFL, life goes on. You can’t play foot- 
ball all your life. Sooner or later it comes to 
an end and you have to do something else.” 
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Men’s Basketball: 


Hobbs Has Experience And Skill 


by Kirk McNair 


Most Tide scoring and 
rebounding returns 


fter two consecutive years of losing 
Aum every top player to gradua- 
tion and/or the National Basketball 
Association, Coach David Hobbs’ third 
Alabama basketball team has markedly more 
experience and skill than his first two 
squads. 
Its true that two important players-start- 
ing forward Shon Peck-Love and top back- 


up guard Walter Pitts-have graduated, but 
their shoes should be easier to fill than those 
Hobbs has been faced with in previous sea- 
son. Prior to his first year as head coach, 
Hobbs was looking at a team that had lost 
Latrell Sprewell and Robert Horry to the 
NBA. Then prior to last year, James 
Robinson, the Tide's leading scorer for three 
seasons, elected to go into the NBA draft 
(and forward Andre Perry graduated, center 
Cedric Moore dropped out of school). 

The 1994-95 Alabama basketball team re- 
turns its top five scorers and 11 scholar- 
shipped lettermen, including four seniors. 
Statistically, the Tide returns about 1,900 of 
the 2,200 points and about 1,000 of the 
1,200 rebounds from last year. 

Since the beginning of classes Bama bas- 
ketball players have been involved in an off 
season program of running and weight-lift- 
ing and, like basketball players everywhere, 
playing pick-up games almost daily. The 
Tide opens practice October 15. After an ex- 
hibition game against Croatia November 10, 
the regular season begins with the Tide host- 
ing Kansas State in the first round of the 
Pre-Season NIT on November 16. 

Alabama had one of the strangest seasons 
imaginable in 1993-94, a 3-5 beginning with 
losses to the likes of Chattanooga and 
Charleston, then a fast close to an NCAA 
Tournament berth. There is no question that 
Alabama's 66-64 upset of number one- 
ranked (and eventual national champion) 
Arkansas on January 8 was the catalyst that 
turned a potential disaster season into a 20- 
10 record, including a 12-4 Southeastern 
Conference mark. After that 3-5 start, Bama 
won 17 of its next 21 games, finishing sec- 
ond to Arkansas in the SEC West and tying 
for second overall in the standings. 

“If we hadn't had the leadership we did, 
we wouldn't have pulled out of that last 
year,” Hobbs said. “And while you don’t 
want to go through a start like that, we've 
got 11 guys who went through it and know 
what it took to get out of it. Hopefully we 
won't have it to the extent we did last year, 
but every team is going to have some tough 
times and when those come for us this year, 
we'll have guys who know how to pull 
through it.” 

Hobbs believes that this is perhaps the 


The most experienced Alabama player is senior 

power forward Jason Caffey, who will be expect- 

ed to be a defensive stopper as well as scorer. 
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strongest the SEC has ever been with two 
1994 Final Four teams (Arkansas and 
Florida), always-tough Kentucky, much-im- 
proved LSU, a veteran Mississippi State, and 
a handful of other teams with the possibility 
to win any time. “We could be a better team 
this year and not have the success we had 
last year,” he said. 

“The key to our season,” Hobbs said, “will 
be developing some leadership, developing a 
work ethic and togetherness. One of the 
keys for our success last season was when 
we needed to, we made defensive stops. For 
us to be where we want to be this year, that 
is something we are going to have to do 
again. We've got to have guys who can and 
will make defensive stops. 1 look for our 
team to be very, very competitive. It is a sit- 
uation where we do have experience and 
we've got some athletic ability. I'm looking 
forward to this season. I'm looking forward 
to this group. | think we've got a lot of guys 
who can do some things that we need them 
to do. Hopefully, we will come together, play 
together, and get the job done.” 


three head coaches (C.M. Newton, 

Sanderson and now Hobbs), the 
Alabama basketball philosophy has changed 
very little. Bama is basically a man-to-man 
defensive team and a fast break, inside-ori- 
ented offensive team. And it is a team that 
has a number of players capable of playing 
more than one position—guards who can 
play either point or wing, wing players who 
can play either guard or small forward, for- 
wards who can play inside or outside, and 
inside players who are interchangeable as 
power forward or center. 

“Obviously, we're the best we've been in 
terms of experience and talent, but you have 
to have other things in order to be success- 
ful,” Hobbs said. “You've got to have people 
who will play as hard or harder on the de- 
fensive end as they do on the offensive end, 
you've got to have players who can mesh 
with their teammates, and you've got to 
have leadership.” 

The key to Alabama success lies not so 
much in proven starters as it does in back- 
up players. It is easy to name a starting line- 
up of solid, experienced players: Three-year 
starters Marvin Orange at point guard and 
Jason Caffey at power forward; two-year 
starters Artie Griffin at wing guard and 
Antonio McDyess at center, and the team's 
most talented player, Jamal Faulkner, at 
small forward. (Faulkner actually had 12 
starts last year and was Alabama's leading 
scorer (13.5), but he played primarily in an 
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inside rotation with Caffey and McDyess.) 

“Jamal (6-7) is maybe not the size you 
want inside, but he rebounded fairly well 
(5.9) and improved defensively, and because 
of his quickness and his ability to shoot 
from outside, he’s a handful to guard,” 
Hobbs said. “Offensively, there’s no question 
he can play at three (small forward), and if 
he shows us he can play there defensively 
there is a possibility he'll start there.” A key 
to putting Faulkner on the court with Caffey 
(6-8) and McDyess (6-9) is finding at least 
one player to rotate inside. Hobbs thinks the 
most likely candidate is Roy Rogers (6-9), 
who is coming off knee surgery. “Roy is a 
year further along and he’s worked hard this 
summer rehabilitating,” Hobbs said. “If he is 
healthy or if Wade Kaiser is strong enough 
to play inside, that will give us an opportu- 
nity to play Faulkner, Caffey and McDyess 
together, which makes us bigger.” 

Big is right. “We've got some bodies,” 
Hobbs said. “Jason is at about 255 with al- 
most no body fat. Antonio is up from about 
220 to 235 and Jamal up from 215 to 230, 
Roy is up to about 240, and they are all 
strong.” Even Kaiser (6-9), who played at 


180 last year, is up over 200 pounds. 

Hobbs looks for Caffey to return to his 
sophomore form as a rebounder when he 
was the SEC’s number two man in that cate- 
gory. “Jason's got to be aggressive on the 
boards and he's got to be our inside defen- 
sive stopper,” Hobbs said. “He's got the of- 
fensive skills, running the floor, putting the 
ball on the floor, and scoring.” Last year he 
averaged 12.8 points and 6.3 rebounds per 
game. 

McDyess was an exceptional addition to 
the Tide lineup as a freshman. “He's a war- 
rior,” Hobbs said. “He's a hard, hard worker, 
an excellent rebounder, a very gifted athlete. 
He can run and jump and plays with enthu- 
siasm.” He averaged 11.4 points and a team- 
high 8.1 rebounds and 39 blocked shots de- 
spite missing four games with injuries. 

McDyess was a member of the Gold Medal 
winning South team in the United States 
Olympic Festival and both he and Caffey 
were selected to try out for the American 
team for the Goodwill Games, though nei- 
ther made the squad. 

It may be that Eric Washington (6-4) was 
the finest Alabama freshman player in a cou- 
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ple of decades to not get much playing time. 
Washington played in only 17 games and 
had only 116 minutes of game action last 
year, but showed flashes of enormous talent, 
along the lines of a Sprewell. “I think he's 
going to be a very, very good player,” Hobbs 
said. “He is quick and fast and though he's 
not big, he’s strong. And he can shoot. He 
could be very important.” There's also the 
possibility of Kaiser playing the small for- 
ward. And Anthony Brown (6-5) could be a 
factor after having under gone shoulder 
surgery. “Anthony never complained about 
his shoulder, but the doctors believe a tear 
probably affected his shooting last year. He 
couldn't fully extend on his shot. If he’s 
healthy, he could make a difference.” 


hile Orange is nominatively the 
point guard and Griffin the two, 
or wing, guard, Hobbs said, “It 


doesn’t matter where you list those guys. If 
you look back at the best teams we've had 
here, they were teams with two guys with 
point guard skills, and I’m really comfortable 
with that. In this league, you need your two 
guard to help, because people can put too 
much pressure on the point guard. Marvin is 
a different kind of point guard, a strong guy 
who can really shoot. He tied an SEC 
Tournament record with six three-pointers 
against Auburn and then had five more 
threes against Providence (in the NCAA 
Tournament). Both Marvin and Artie will 
bring the ball up and handle it, but Marvin 
will be the defensive point. We need Artie to 
be that defensive stopper on the wing.” 


Last year Orange led Bama in three-point 
shooting (58-135) and averaged 10.1 points 
per game. He had 85 assists, but 79 
turnovers. Griffin led Bama in assists with 
90 and also had 34 steals, Although he did 
not always shoot well, he averaged 7.4 
points per game. 

There are two true point guards as back- 
ups, Terrance Bethel who returns from last 
year and Marco Whitfield, a junior college 
transfer. “Terrance is probably one of the 
best back-up point guards you could ask 
for,” Hobbs said. “He's not a big scorer, but 
he really knows how to take care of the bas- 
ketball. Marco is very quick and an excellent 
shooter, but we'll need to see if he can guard 
at point.” Whitfield, a native of Decatur who 
played junior college basketball at Central 
Florida, is the only new eligible signee for 
Alabama. A transfer, wing player Damon 
Bacote from Richmond, will sit out this year, 
then have three years of eligibility remain- 
ing. 

Both Griffin and Bethel are second-year 
players after transferring from junior col- 
lege, and Hobbs said, “Historically, our ex- 
perience has been that the junior college 
players are significantly better their second 
year.” 

While Brown and Washington are capable 
of playing wing guard as well as small for- 
ward, Bryan Passink has the potential to be 
the so-called “shooting guard.” Passink hit 
40 per cent of his three-point attempts last 
year and Hobbs points to Passink as a player 
who has improved each year, particularly on 
defense, 
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. Name Pos. Yr. Ht. 


Exp. Hometown 


Wade Kaiser F-C So. 6-9 IL 
Anthony Brown F-G Jr. 6-5 2L 
Terrance Bethel G Sr 6-0 IL 
Marco Whitfield G Jr. 6-0 Jc 
Eric Washington G-F So. 6-4 IL 
Marvin Orange Jr. 2L 
Bryan Passink Jr. 2L 


Birmingham 

St. Petersburg, Fla. 
Bronx, N.Y. 
Decatur 

Jackson, Miss. 
Columbia, S.C. 
Savannah, Ga. 
Quitman, Miss. 
San Antonio, Tex. 
New York, N.Y. 
Mobile 

Linden 
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Antonio McDyess So. 1L 
Artie Griffin Sr. IL 
Jamal Faulkner Sr. 1L 
Jason Caffey Sr. 3L 
Roy Rogers Jr. 2L 


Head Coach: David Hobbs 
Assistant Head Coach: Gregg Polinsky 
Assistant Coaches: Thad Fitzpatrick and Lane Odom 
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Women’s Basketball: 


So, What Have They Done Lately? 


by Donna Fromme 


Moody says life after Final Four 1993-94 season is brand new ball game 


en your last team has sur- 
passed all expectations and 
achieved a destiny hundreds of 


other programs can only dream about, 
what do you do for an encore? 

For Rick Moody, who took the 
University of Alabama women’s basketball 
team to the Final Four and produced the 
school’s first female first team basketball 
All America, the answer is simple. He'll 
just keep doing what he’s been doing. 

“You don’t plan an encore,” said Moody, 
whose team finished 26-7 last season. 
“You take one day at a time. You take one 
year at a time. I don’t think what hap- 
pened last year will have any impact 
whatsoever on the things that will happen 
in the coming year. Our success last year 
was a result of a blend of things—attitudes, 
work ethics, desire, commitment. This is 
an all new season.” 

Making it back to the Final Four, and, 
preferably, a step beyond that even, will 
be no simple task. After all, it took the 
Bama women 20 years to get there. 
Alabama’s men have never been there. 
Moody has been around enough to know 
that just because you made it once, that 
doesn’t ensure a return trip. Each year, he 
starts the road to the final Four on the 
bottom of the hill. 

“In complete honesty, | put a lot of pres- 
sure on myself my first year here at The 
University of Alabama when I was telling 
people that I thought we could compete 
with the best teams in the country, Moody 
said. “Everybody thought I was crazy. I re- 
member the first year that I came here, we 
finished fourth in the league in the regu- 
lar season. We got a bye in the SEC tour- 
nament the first year. And that was a great 
accomplishment. And every year since 
then, I’ve always believed that with each 
team we've had, we were capable of 
achieving at an extremely high level. And 
each year, we've turned it up a notch. If 
I've learned anything about life, it's that 
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Madonna Thompson is a three-year starter at 
guard for Coach Rick Moody's Alabama women’s 
basketball team. 

University of Alabama Photo by Kent Gidley 


you have to take things one step at a time. 
You can’t look back and dwell on what 
happened in the past. And, quite frankly, 
you only have so much control on what's 
going to happen in the future. You take 
every day and you cherish it and you 
work as hard as you can and try to accom- 
plish something every day that you go out 
there. And, if in the end, that’s good 


enough for us to accomplish things at the 
high level of expectation that we’ve grown 
accustomed to, then so be it.” 


ven though he may be reluctant to 
| er it, Moody already has made 

one long stride on the long road 
which ends in Minneapolis next April. He 
returns four of his five starters from last 
season as well as, among others, his sixth 
player, Carla Koonce, whom Moody com- 
pares in production and impact to Keith 
Askins who was an impact sixth man on 
the men’s team a few years ago and is 
thriving today in the NBA. 

Among those returning starters is his pair 
of aces, All-America Niesa Johnson and 
first team All-Southeastern Conference 
center Yolanda Watkins. Johnson is starting 
her senior season as at least one major na- 
tional publication’s pre-season selection as 
the ‘National Player of the Year.’ 
Consensus also finds her among everyone 
else’s top five players in the country, 
Johnson honed her shooting game this past 
summer with more international playing 
experience as a member of the USA 
Basketball Women's Select Team. Last sea- 
son, in addition to making everyone's All- 
America list, Johnson was a top 10 finalist 
for the Naismith Award-the Heisman 
Trophy of basketball. She averaged 15 
points, 5.5 rebounds and an SEC-leading 
7.3 assists for Alabama, making her an all- 
around impact player on the court. 

Watkins, the national high school player 
of the year three years ago, could well join 
Johnson in the ranks of All-America. She 
averaged 15 points and 9.8 rebounds last 
season and set school records in single sea- 
son blocks. The junior has always held her 
own against even the heftiest competition. 
In her final game of 1994, against national 
runnerup Louisiana Tech in the Final Four, 
Watkins pulled down 17 rebounds. 

They are joined by two other seniors 
who have been starters since their fresh- 
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man seasons as well, guard Madonna 
Thompson and forward Marlene 
Stevenson, Thompson, Alabama's scrappy 
sometimes point guard, averaged 6.7 
points. Thompson's play turned up yet an- 
other notch in the NCAA tournament. 
She opened the tournament with 17 
points, six assists and five steals against 
Oregon State. She bowed out with 12 
points against Louisiana Tech. 

Stevenson has been Alabama's steadiest 
shooter for the past two seasons, averag- 
ing 5.1 points and 5.2 rebounds last sea- 
son. So steady is Stevenson’s aim, that 
eight times last year, she was perfect from 
the field. Stevenson pulled down 10 or 
more rebounds twice and had nine re- 
bounds in three other games. 

Koonce’s role and impact as Alabama's 
sixth man has inspired a new promotion 
Marketing Director Wade Howell has de- 
vised for women’s game. Fans can win 
free Subway sandwiches if a sub on 
Alabama’s team comes in and scores in 
double digits. Last season, Koonce was in- 
strumental in wins against Ole Miss in the 
SEC tournament quarterfinals, at Lowa, 
where she came off the bench and imme- 
diately went four-for-four, and her four- 
of-seven performance from the field lifted 
Alabama's spirits and play when Johnson 
went down with a knee injury against 
Penn State in the Midwest Regional cham- 
pionship game. 


ut, even though Alabama lost only 
Be Starter, second team All-SEC 

guard and Midwest Regional Most 
Valuable Player Betsy Harris, Moody is 
not ready to chant “repeat.” 

“There are a lot of areas that concern 
me,” said Moody. “Are we going to play 
with the same type of oneness? Are we 
going to have that desire and hunger to 
achieve? Are we going to go the extra 
mile to make sure we're all doing every- 
thing we can do to promote the unity, the 
togetherness, the atmosphere that is con- 
ducive for having optimum success? Are 
we going to come out with the same kind 
of work ethic? 1 will. That is one area I 
can control. We will have a good work 
ethic. 

“One thing | am excited about is we do 
have a number of people on our basketball 
team who have performed in pressure situ- 
ations. I don’t think that we'll be totally 
dependent on any one person or any one 
area of our game. | think we have a chance 
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to have a sound inside game, and | think 
we have an opportunity to be very good 
on the perimeter. | have a lot of concerns, 
and until we get out on the basketball 
court October 15, and until we get 12 or 
15 games under our belt, we really won't 
know how those concerns will pan out.” 

In addition to Koonce, Moody returns 
five others from last year’s squad, though 
one, Leah Monteith, was only able to 
work out with the team as a redshirt 
freshman in 1994. Montieth was the 
Alabama Sports Writers Association “Miss 
Basketball” two years ago. Also returning 
are junior forward Sarah Smith, senior 
forward Consuelo Daniels, sophomore 
forward Cara Crosslin, and, in her come- 
back from knee surgery, junior forward 
Shondra Fuller. 

Moody’s additions include 1994’s “Miss 
Basketball,” Pam Duncan; Brittney Ezell, 
who is a true point guard; Kidada 
Holtzclaw and, “Miss Basketball” in 1991, 
Tonya Tice, who transferred from Auburn 
and will be a junior guard on Alabama’s 
squad. 

“There are a couple of freshmen who | 
believe very possibly will have an impact 
on our success,” Moody said. “We've got 
players on our team who have played the 
point guard position, Niesa and Madonna, 
but I don’t think either one of them was 
just a pure point guard. Brittney Ezell is a 
true point guard. She has a lot of athletic 


No. Name 
3 Tonya Tice G Jr. 
4 Consuelo Daniels Bre se. 

12 MadonnaThompson G Sr. 

20 Niesa Johnson G Sr. 

22 Sarah Smith F/C Jr. 

23 Pam Duncan G Fr. 

24 Karla Koonce mt! Pot 

25 Brittney Ezell G Fr. 

30 Shondra Fuller F-* hy, 

31 Marlene Stevenson FF Sr. 

32 Leah Monteith G Fr 

33 Cara Crosslin F 

42 Kidada Holtzclaw G 

54 Yolanda Watkins 


Fr. 
Bite, “$e 


Head Coach: Rick Moody 


1994-95 Alabama Women’s Basketball Roster 


Pos. Yr. 


So. 


Assistant Coaches: Sherri Smelser, Cheryl Littlejohn, Leigh Walker 


ability. She’s a very competitive individual, 
and she’s got a chance to help us. Pam 
Duncan has at this point shown an in- 
tense desire to go out and be an integral 
part of the success of our basketball team 
because she's a 5-11 kid who's strong and 
has some tremendous skills. The key 
question about Pam is the level of compe- 
tition that she played against in high 
school because it did not challenge her on 
a night-in and night-out basis. She's going 
to have to make an adjustment. But at this 
time, she’s been very impressive. Kidada 
Holtzclaw, at this particular time, has 
some potential. Right now we're wailing 
to see how she develops [rom a skills 
standpoint and what position she’s going 
to play. But those three freshmen, if not 
this year, they'll have the ability to help us 
on down the line.” 

Moody will get his first look at his 
Crimson Tide's 1994-95 version October 
15, the opening day of practice. Alabama 
will hold exhibition games against a 
Russian traveling team on November 12 
and Athletes in Action on November 22 
before it officially opens the season at 
home at 8 p.m. Friday, November 25, 
when it plays Villanova in the nightcap 
game of Alabama’s own Sheraton 
Capstone Inn Classic. Bama’s home sched- 
ule this year will be highlighted by visits 
from Vanderbilt (January 8) and 
Tennessee (February 5). 


Ht. Exp. Hometown 

5-5 Tr Hamilton 

6-1 1L = Rome, Ga. 

5-7 3L_ ~— Collinwood, Tenn. 
5-9 3L ~—s Clinton, Miss. 
6-1 2L = Montevallo 
5-11 HS Carrollton 

5-9 3L ~=Dothan 

5-5 HS Franklin, Tenn. 
6-0 2L_~—sCDeecatur 

6-0 3L_~—sC~Prichard 

5-9 RS Centre 

5-11 1L Tuscumbia 
5-10 HS  Sylacauga 

6-2 2L_~—sCDeecatur 
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Alabama’s 1994-95 Basketball Schedules 


Men’s Schedule 


Women’s Schedule 
Date Opponent Time 


Noy. 12 Uralmash, Russia (exh.) 7 p.m. 
Nov. 22 Athletes In Action (exh.) 7 p.m. 
Alabama/Sheraton Capstone Classic 
Nov. 25 Villanova 8 p.m. 
Nov. 26 Mississippi State or Grambling TBA 


Date Opponent Time 
Nov. 10 Croatia (exh.) 7:30 p.m. 
Pre-Season NIT 
(single elimination tournament) 

Nov. 16 Kansas State 7:30 p.m. 
Nov. 18 OR Southern Cal or New Mexico State TBA 

Nov. 19 (Site of second round game TBA) 

Nov. 23 Semifinals @ Madison Square Garden TBA 
Novy. 25 Finals @ Madison Square Garden TBA 
Nov. 30 Verich Reps (exh.) 7:30 p.m. 
Dec. 3 @ Virginia Commonwealth 6:30 p.m. 
Dec. 7 Florida International 7:30 p.m. 
Dec. 17 Florida A@M 1:30 p.m. 
Dec. 19 Central Florida 7:30 p.m. 
Dec. 22 @ Tulane (ESPN) 8:30 p.m. 


Otis Spunkmeyer Basketball Classic @ Oakland, Calif. 
Dec. 28- TCU 8 p.m. 


Dec. 29 Columbia or California 8 p.m. or 10:30 p.m. 
Jan. 2 Central Connecticut State TBA 
Jan. 4 @ Vanderbilt 7:30 p.m. 
Jan. 7 Virginia Military 1:30 p.m. 
Jan. 11 @ Ole Miss 7:30 p.m. 
Jan. 14 South Carolina (J-P) 2 p.m. 
Jan. 17 LSU (ESPN) 8:30 p.m. 
Jan. 21 Mississippi State (J-P) 2 p.m. 
Jan. 24 @ Arkansas (ESPN) 8:30 p.m. 
Jan. 28 @ Tennessee 3 p.m. 
Feb. 1 Auburn (J-P) 7 p.m. 
Feb, 4 Georgia (J-P) 2 p.m. 
Feb. 7 Southern Miss 7:30 p.m. 
Feb, 11 @ LSU 7 p.m. 
Feb. 15 Arkansas (J-P) 7 p.m. 
Feb. 18 @ Auburn 1:30 p.m. 
Feb. 21 Kentucky (ESPN) 8:30 p.m. 
Feb. 25 @ Florida (J-P) 2 p.m. 
March 1 Ole Miss 7:30 p.m. 
March 4 @ Mississippi State 7 p.m. 
March 9- SEC Tournament 

March 12 @ Atlanta 


All times are central and subject to change 


The starting time of the Central Connecticut State game 
will be determined by Alabama bow! participation since 
January 2 is the date of most major football bowl games 


Alabama's Jefferson Pilot television dates with Georgia, 
Arkansas and Florida are all tentative. Times listed for 
those games are based on the games being televised. 


There is a chance the Alabama-Mississippi State game 
on March 4 could be selected as the wild card telecast by 
Jefferson Pilot 
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California-Irvine Invitational @ Irvine, Calif. 


Dec. 2- Notre Dame, Cal-Irvine or Colorado State 
Dec. 3 Consolation and championship games 
Dec. 6 Arkansas 7 p.m. 
Texas-Arlington Invitational @ Arlington, Texas 
Dec. 9 Lamar TBA 
Dec. 10 Texas-Arlington or Texas Southern TBA 
Dec. 19 Middle Tennessee State 5 p.m. 
St. John’s Invitational @ Jamaica, N.Y. 
Dec. 28 San Diego State 7 p.m. 
Dec. 29 St. John’s or North Carolina-Ashville TBA 
Jan, 3 East Tennessee State 7 p.m, 
Jan. 5 @ Maine 6:30 p.m. 
Jan. 8 Vanderbilt (ESPN) 4 p.m. 
Jan. 10 Illinois 7 p.m, 
Jan, 15 @ Florida 1 p.m. 
Jan. 18 @ Georgia 6:30 p.m. 
Jan, 22 South Carolina (J-P/SportsSouth) 1:30 p.m. 
Jan. 24 @ Auburn 7 p.m. 
Jan, 28 @ LSU 3:30 p.m. 
Jan. 31 Central Florida 7 p.m. 
Feb. 5 Tennessee (SportsSouth) 1:30 p.m. 
Feb. 7 @ Louisiana Tech 7 p.m. 
Feb. 11 @ Kentucky 3 p.m. 
Feb. 15 Alabama State 4:30 p.m. 
Feb. 18 @ Mississippi State 7 p.m. 
Feb. 25 Ole Miss 7 p.m. 
Feb. 27 Tennessee State 7 p.m. 
March 3- SEC Tournament 
March 6 @ Chattanooga 


All times are central and subject to change 


The women play double headers with the men on 


December 19 and February 15. 
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Prep Prospects: 


Offensive Linemen Plentiful In State 


by Craig Threlkeld 


A look at some of the top 
linemen, linebackers and 
tight ends in Alabama 


o no further than Tuscaloosa to wit- 
(s ness the cyclical fortunes of football. 

Harken back to 1992, remembering 
the veteran offensive line the Tide marched 
behind on its way to the national champi- 
onship. Now fast-forward to this season and 
witness the about-face, the lack of depth and 
experience that plagues the Tide in 1994. 
The success of a football team in large part 
is determined by the battles won and lost in 
the trenches. Thus the importance of the big 
man. 

And while last season's recruits are now 
maturing in Tuscaloosa and elsewhere across 
the nation, a new crop looks to the future. 
Not quite as abundant as its predecessor, 
this class of players from Alabama high 
school ranks will be sought after with even 
more fervor and mean even more to the fu- 
ture of the teams with which they sign. 
Because it has been said ad nauseum that 
Alabama doesn't recruit by position, it is dif- 
ficult to determine how many of these “big 
men”-linemen, linebackers and tight 
ends—Alabama will recruit this year. 
Obviously Alabama can use more offensive 
linemen, and adding to the stockpile of 
linebackers and tight ends can’t hurt. 
However, Alabama’s overall depth at 
linebacker probably means it will take a 
truly exceptional linebacker to attract the at- 
tention of Bama coaches. 

What is not difficult to determine, howev- 
er, is where the Tide's class of '94 will come 
from. The state will provide an ample sup- 
ply of its native sons, which in itself is a 
tribute. Building a national powerhouse 
from almost exclusively home grown boys 
has become a tradition at Alabama, speaking 
volumes for the tremendous accomplish- 
ments of coaches and supporters of Alabama 
high school football. 

The following players featured are not 
necessarily the players being recruited by 
The University of Alabama. This is a collec- 
tion of the best-known and most successful 
high school players as determined by news- 
paper reports and recruiting publications. 
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Barrett Askew 


a Alexander 


No doubt Alabama will attempt to recruit 
some of these mentioned, but quite possibly 
Alabama scouts know of quality players not 
recognized by the aforementioned publica- 
tions. The list is also subject to change be- 
cause of injury. Additionally, the list may not 
take into account the academic require- 
ments-stiffer academic requirements than 
ever before. 

In later issues the state's skill position 
players will be examined as will top 
prospects from other states. The following 
are considered to be the top line and 
linebacker prospects in Alabama and are list- 
ed in alphabetical order: 


hawn Alexander is a 6-4, 275-pound 
lineman from West Jefferson High 


School. Alexander is generally listed as 
one of the state’s top line prospects by the 
Birmingham Post Herald and the Tuscaloosa 
News. Alexander, a four-year starter for 
Coach Ricky Thomas, recorded 168 tackles, 
112 assists and 25 sacks in 1993. He also re- 
ceived all-metro, all-state and a top-eight 
lineman selection in the state. A pre-season 
Blue Chip All-America in 1994, Alexander is 
reported to be considering Alabama, 
Auburn, Oklahoma and Miami. 

Barrett Askew is one of the state’s top 
linebacker prospects. Barrett, at 6-0 and 210 
pounds, reportedly runs a 4.6 40-yard dash 
and is a four-year starter for Coach Lee 
Gilliland at Lanett High School. Askew 
made the Birmingham News Super Seniors 
list, is one of the ten most wanted players 
according to the Birmingham Post Herald, 
and is a member of the Tuscaloosa News 
Sweet 16. Askew is a good student and is re- 
portedly considering Florida State, Auburn, 


Tucker Dearth 


Miami, Arkansas and Nebraska, 

Keith Blanks is a 6-4, 290-pound lineman 
from Ider High School. He is generally con- 
sidered one of the top 25 prospects in the 
state, and a member of the Birmingham Post 
Herald “Second Dozen.” Some feel Blanks 
could develop into the top lineman in the 
state by season's end because of his quick- 
ness. 

Robert Burroughs is a 6-1, 210-pound 
linebacker at Fultondale High School. 
Burroughs is also a member of the 
Birmingham News Super Seniors “Second 
Dozen,” and is also considered a top-25 
prospect in the state, Burroughs also plays 
tailback for Coach Jim Brady and expects to 
be sought alter for his quickness at lineback- 
er. 

Pernell Davis is atop everyone's list. At 6-3 
and 300 pounds, Davis is big, strong, quick 
and agile. Davis runs the 40 in 5.0 and 
benches more than 400 pounds. His honors 
include pre-season All-America, 
Birmingham Post Herald number one 
prospect, member of the Tuscaloosa News 
Sweet 16 and the number one Birmingham 
News Super Senior. Davis also plays fullback 
for West End High School and Coach 
Jimmie Holifield, but is expected to be one 
of the nation’s top defensive linemen. Davis 
currently does not list his college choices. 

Tucker Dearth stands out as one of the top 
linebacker prospects in 1994. At 6-4 and 
215 pounds, his speed and smarts make him 
very valuable to Coach Buddy Anderson at 
Vestavia Hills. As a junior, Dearth recorded 
132 tackles and 12 sacks. He runs the 40 in 
just under 4.5 and currently benches 325. A 
stellar student with a 3.97 grade point aver- 
age, Dearth scored well on both the ACT 
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Reginald King Jason McDonald David Pleasant 


awawskie Dunigan, a 6-3, 273-pound 
tackle can play offense or defense, ac- 
cording to Coffeeville Head Coach 
Bobby Dye. A gem in 1A, Dunigan is already 


team all-metro and this season is the num- ing Stanford, Florida, Auburn, Tennessee 
ber seven prospect of the Birmingham News and Notre Dame as possibilities, looking for 
and the number nine prospect of the _—_a good balance of athletics and academics. 
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Recruiting Hotline 


as marae! The pus escalated Beery og esate Available 
On The Deep South’s Top Players s They're 

sas 7 Considering. Regularly Updated To Keep You In The Know. 

FAVOR 


Mail Coupon w/Check Or Money Order To: ] -900 -J40 -201 0 
SOUTHEASTERN SPORTS PUBLISHING 


A 7 (Available Nov Ist - Only $1.49 Per Minute) 
B.O, Box 69'* Gunteisville, AL'35976 Available 24 Hours A Day And Accessible From Either Rotary Or Touch-Tone Phones. 
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academically qualified. Good feet and good 
balance along with a good work ethic char- 
acterize Dunigan, who recorded 73 tackles 
as a junior. He is already being recruited by 
most SEC schools, and is considering 
Alabama, Auburn and Georgia Tech. 

Corey “Big Red” Freeman is a 6-4, 300- 
pound offensive lineman and defensive tack- 
le for Fairhope High School. Freeman runs a 
4.9 40 and benches 360 and is a four-year 
starter for Coach Bo Bishop. Freeman is 
considering Alabama, Auburn and Ole Miss. 

Cornelius Griffin is one of the few publi- 
cized tight end prospects in the state in 1994. 
Griffin, at 64 and 240 pounds, runs the 40 in 
4.8 and currently benches 315. Griffin led 
Pike County High School in receiving last 
season with 868 yards, along with making 
118 tackles as an outside linebacker. He made 
all-state as a junior and earned pre-season 
prep honors in Blue Chip magazine. Griffin 
has started for two years for Coach Michael 
Beasley and reportedly is considering 
Auburn, Arkansas, Florida and FSU. 

Tarrance “Big T” Ingram is a 6-7, 310- 
pound lineman from Aliceville. A two-year 


starter for Coach Bobby Johnson, Ingram is 
one of the state's biggest players. Ingram is 
generally regarded as one of the state's top 
30 prospects, and is a member of the 
Birmingham News Super Seniors “Second 
Dozen.” Ingram is considering Alabama, 
Auburn, Vanderbilt and Tulane. 

Jeno James is a 6-4, 290-pound lineman 
from Sidney Lanier High School. At one 
time considered a sleeper, most now feel 
James will be one of the top five linemen re- 
cruited in the state by season's end. James is 
a member of the Birmingham News “Second 
Dozen,” as well as the Tuscaloosa News 
Sweet 16 and is also generally considered 
one of the state's top prospects. 

Gary Johnson is a 6-2, 300-pound defensive 
lineman from Shaw High School in Mobile. 
Johnson plays for Coach Tommy Davis. 

Reginald King is a 6-4, 225-pound defen- 
sive end from Courtland High School. 
Running the 40 in 4.5 and benching close to 
300 pounds, King has played center and of- 
fensive tackle, along with linebacker and de- 
fensive tackle. King also runs track and 
plays center on the basketball team. He 


** For 9 years, the South’s 
most complete recruiting newsletter!”’ 


PRE-SEASON TOP 300: Available September 1. A detailed player 
profile filled with stats and early college lists of the Top 300 HLS. seniors 


in the South. 


FOUR RECRUITING UPDATES: Mid November update & then 
every 2 weeks beginning in January, we indicate visits, leanings and 
commitments. Nearly 400 different prospects listed in each update. 


POST-SEASON MAGAZINE: Comprehensive evaluation filled with 
complete recruiting classes of the SEC, ACC, and major southern 


independents. 


Subscribe now and receive the 1994 post-season evaluations free. 


To subscribe: Send $30.00 to: 
Southeastern Recruiting 
PO. Box 57347, Atlanta, GA 30343 


SE Recruiting Hotline: 1-900-786-4400 


The most up-to-date recruiting information available for your favorite school. $1.49 
a minute. Calls may be made from a touch tone or rotary dial telephone. 


Continuously updated beginning October 1, 1994. 


plays for Coach Lewis White (father of 
Alabama guard Laron White) and is consid- 
ering Alabama, Ole Miss, Tennessee, 
Livingston and Jacksonville State. 

James Lewis is a 6-4, 225-pound defensive 
end and teammate of Pernell Davis and 
Quenton Reese at West End. He plays for 
Coach Jimmie Holifield. 

Jason “Little Mac” McDonald is a 6-6, 285- 
pound offensive tackle from Theodore High 
School in Mobile. McDonald is considered 
the top player in Mobile, running the 40 in 
5.0 and benching close to 300 pounds. He 
averaged an 85 grading for the 1993 season 
and was named to the all-area team. 
McDonald was a pre-season Birmingham 
News number 10 Super Senior, number nine 
prospect by the Tuscaloosa News and ranked 
in the state’s top 30 by the Birmingham Post 
Herald. He plays for Coach Joe Downey. 


ichael “Mookie” Moore is a 6-4, 
Meron lineman for Coach 
Walden Tucker (father of Tide 


quarterback Lance Tucker) at Fayette 
County High School. A three-year starter on 
defense, Moore is starting for the offense 
this season, “Mookie” was the number five 
player in the Birmingham News Super 
Seniors, number two in the Tuscaloosa 
News Sweet 16 and is called the “best player 
I've ever seen at his position” by Tucker. 
Projected as an offensive lineman, Moore is 
considering Florida State, Penn State, 
Alabama, Aubum and LSU. 

Perry “Mo” Moore is another member of the 
talent-laden West End team coached by Jimmie 
Holifield. At 6-2 and 210 pounds, Moore 
benches 360 pounds and runs the 40 in 4.6. 
Moore is a three-year starter who is expected to 
bea solid prospect at linebacker. He is consid- 
ering Tennessee, Auburn, and Alabama. 

Justin Norris is a 6-5, 270-pound lineman 
from Parrish High School. A three-year 
starter for Coach J.D, Williams, Norris plays 
offensive guard and defensive tackle, Norris 
missed much of his junior year due to in- 
jury, but recorded 25 tackles in just over two 
games of action. In 1992 Norris received all- 
state, all-county and a Birmingham News 
honorable mention. Expected to play defen- 
sive end or tackle, Norris is considering 
Alabama, LSU, Tennessee, Clemson and 
North Carolina State. 

David “D-Roc” Pleasant is a 6-3, 230- 
pound linebacker from Monroe County 
High School. Number 13 in the Tuscaloosa 
News Sweet 16, Pleasant runs the 40 in 4.7 
and currently benches 350 pounds. A two- 
year starter for Coach Scott Fountain, 
Pleasant plays fullback and outside 
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Rod Roberts 


linebacker, but projects to be re- 
cruited as a linebacker. In 1993 
he recorded 101 tackles, two 
fumble recoveries and one in- 
terception on the way to all- 
county and all-state honors. 
Pleasant is a good athlete, play- 
ing forward on the basketball 
team and is a shot-putter for the 
track team. Pleasant lists 
Alabama, Southern Miss, 
Florida State, Alabama State, 
Florida and Florida AGM. 


uinton Reese is almost 
everyone's pick as one of 
the state’s two top 
prospttts. A 6-5, 212-pound 
tight end from West End, Reese 
is the number two prospect by 
the Birmingham Post Herald, 
number two prospect of the 
Birmingham News and tops the 
Tuscaloosa News Sweet 16. He 
runs the 40 in 4.6, benches 245 
pounds and plays tight end and 
linebacker for Coach Jimmie 
Holifield. Although he has played 
only one year, Reese is consid- 
ered a quality athlete whose ver- 
satility makes him a top basket- 
ball prospect as well. Reese has 
great hands and size, but still 
must qualify academically. 
Alabama, Auburn, Florida State, 
Michigan and Mississippi State 
are among those recruiting him. 
Rod Roberts is a 6-3, 200- 
pound linebacker from Carroll 
High School in Ozark. He runs 
the 40 in 4.57 and benches 300 
pounds. Rod plays fullback and 
linebacker and is a four-year 


Terry Simmons 


starter for Coach James 
Blanchard. He is generally con- 
sidered one of the top 25 
prospects in the state and is 
considering Florida State, 
Alabama, Auburn and Georgia. 

Terry Simmons, a 6-7, 250- 
pound lineman from Vigor is 
considered one of the sleepers 
of this class. Simmons plays of- 
fensive tackle and defensive 
tackle for Coach Harold Clark, 
but is projected as a defensive 
end in college. He had 9.5 sacks 
last season and comes from a 
program that produces out- 
standing players. Simmons also 
started the last three seasons at 
center for the basketball team. 
He is considering Alabama, 
Auburn and Arkansas. 

Jason Smith is a 6-2, 305- 
pound offensive guard for Coach 
Curtis Coleman at Huffman 
High School. A three-year starter, 
Smith earned 2nd-team all-metro 
in 1993. He is considering 
Auburn, Tennessee, Arkansas, 
Vanderbilt and Alabama. 

Russell Stephens is a 6-2, 260- 
pound offensive lineman for 
Thomasville High School. 
Stephens is a four-year starter 
for Coach Terry Jones, runs the 
40 in 5.0 and benches 375. He 
graded 91% for 1993 and 
earned all-state, all-county and 
All-America Pigskin Prep hon- 
ors. His father and uncles 
played at Alabama during the 
1960s. He is considering 
Alabama, Arkansas, Florida, 
Tennessee and Georgia. 
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Russell Stephens 


Antonio “Yummy” Whisenant 
is a 6-2, 270-pound offensive 
lineman from Woodlawn High 
School. An offensive guard, he 
runs the 40 in 5.0 and benches 
300 pounds. An all-metro selec- 
tion in 1993, he is considering 
Tennessee, Florida, Auburn and 
Alabama. He plays for Coach 
Jerry Stearns. 

Shawn Wilson is a 6-5, 270- 
pound offensive lineman from 


PO Box 5163 


Huntsville, AL 35814 


Shawn Wilson 


Tuscaloosa Central High School. 
Wilson plays offensive guard 
and defensive tackle on goal 
line situations. Wilson is a two- 
year starter and a member of the 
Birmingham News Super 12 and 
Tuscaloosa News Sweet 16. He 
runs the 40 in 5.1 and benches 
295. He is considering Alabama, 
Auburn, Georgia and 
Vanderbilt. He plays for Coach 
Howard “Buzz” Busby. 


$39.95 


With research and analysis by Bruce Parris and Bill Ellis 
The Recruiting Guide is your best source for keeping 
tabs on high school and junior college football and basketball 
talent. Subscribe now and receive 7 monthly issues and 4 
newsletters that will guide you through the fascinating world 
of football and basketball recruiting. 
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below and mail to: The Recruiting Guide - P.O. Box 5163 
- Huntsville, AL 35814 
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Fall Baseball: 


Wells Believes Alabama Will Be Good 


by John Barnes 


Crimson Tide baseballers in fall work find conditioning is important to new head coach 


ith Head Coach Jim Wells now 
V4" / firmly in charge of the program, 
Alabama baseball seems to be 


headed in the right direction. 

With fall practice beginning on September 
19, Wells and his staff face an uphill climb 
to return Crimson Tide baseball to a place 
among the elite of the Southeastern 
Conference, 

An emphasis on conditioning and a re- 
newed enthusiasm, coupled with solid re- 
cruiting and a number of returning starters, 
has given Wells reason to be excited. 

He speaks of the future with a confidence 
and passion not seen in several years at The 
Capstone. He talks of championships, 40- 
win seasons and increased attendance. For 
Wells, it’s not “if we get good” but “when we 
get good.” 

Wells has more than 40 players on the 
field for fall practice. With schools limited 
to only 11.7 total baseball scholarships, he 
will be forced to cut at least 10 and perhaps 
as many as 15 players before spring. 

On the recruiting front, Wells has signed 
seven players, six of whom are junior col- 
lege transfers, one a true freshman. 

Topping the list are two Californians, both 
pitchers. Right-hander Craig Ainsworth 
from Saddleback Junior College and lefty 
Tad Allen from Connor Junior College. Both 
look to make a quick impact in the Tide ro- 
tation. 

Others include utility man Tad Peterson 
from Taft Junior College in California, out- 
fielder/catcher Rusty Loflin from Fresno 
State, corner infielder Nate Duncan from 
Wells’ old school, Northwestern State, out- 
fielder Jerry Brandon from Panola Junior 
College in Texas and freshman outfielder 
Dustin Mohr from Hattiesburg, Mississippi. 

In addition, Bama will return 1993 regu- 
lars pitcher Chris Eilers, catcher Alan Hill, 
first baseman Jason Jordan, outfielder 
Anthony Dubose, shortstop Brett Taft, first 
baseman Scott Weil and others, providing a 
strong nucleus from which to rebuild. 

Dubose (.336) and Jordan (.224) are 
Bama’s top returning hitters. Jordan was also 


32 


Jim Wells 


second in home runs (11) and runs batted in 
(34) for Alabama in last year’s 21-35 season. 

There will be a number of walk-ons, invit- 
ed and otherwise, any one of whom could 
step forward and make a contribution. 


ells has always placed a great 
deal of emphasis on physical 
conditioning, not only to build 


strength and stamina, but to instill disci- 
pline as well. He is a big believer in weight 
training.“Regardless of what happens next 
season, we will be a well-conditioned team,” 
said Wells. “It's very important in late-inning 
situations to be in good condition, especially 
for pitchers.” 

Bama's off-season conditioning program 
earned a reputation as the Jim Wells boot 
camp. Lifting, running, stretching and hand- 
eye drills are mandatory for all players. “We 
made it very clear from the beginning that 
our conditioning program is important,” 
said Wells. “They have to run two miles in 


under 14 minutes before we will issue them 
equipment. So far, all but three have made 
their times.” 

Fall practice will continue through 
October 23. Wells hopes to have things pret- 
ty well in place by then. Bama will practice 
every day at 1:30, except for Wednesdays, 
when most players have labs.“We'll start off 
slow and just kind of ease into it,” he said. 
“| wish we could keep all 41 kids that are 
out here right now, but it’s very difficult to 
accomplish anything worthwhile when 
you've got 30 guys taking batting practice, 
Its a fact of life that some of these kids will 
be eliminated. | hate it, but that’s the way it 
is. Anyone who can help the team will be in- 
vited to stay, but we are only allowed to take 
22 kids on road trips, so we'll have to make 
some hard decisions.” 

Several years ago, the NCAA implemented 
a rule preventing member institutions from 
playing fall games against other schools. 
Although Alabama is in the same boat with 
the rest of the SEC, intrasquad games do not 
compensate for outside competition. It is es- 
pecially difficult for a first-year coach to 
measure his talent without playing against 
other schools. 

However, Wells has no choice, and looks 
to Bama’s returning players to provide lead- 
ership and put the Tide's less-than-memo- 
rable 1994 season behind them. “From what 
I've seen so far with regard to the attitude of 
the returning players, I’m impressed,” said 
Wells. “The kids who are returning, espe- 
cially the seniors, act like they want to win. 
They've been very attentive in the meetings. 
They work very hard, whether it’s with the 
weights or painting the dugouts or working 
on the field. They had a tough time last year, 
but | think it made them stronger. We'll 
need their leadership.” 

As positions become set and pitchers 
begin to get in shape, Bama will have real- 
game scrimmages every Saturday morning 
and Sunday afternoon. All intrasquad games 
are open to the public and Wells hopes fans 
will take advantage of it. It may very well be 
the only baseball anyone will see in October. 
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cOoOM PUTER 


COLLEGE 


FOOTBALL 


IBM - PC 


THE MOST REALISTIC 
STRATEGY/SIMULATION COMPUTER 
GAMES ON THE MARKET TODAY! 


Didn't like the way last season went? 
Would you like to take on Miami and 
Alabama again? Or, how about 
‘92 Alabama against ‘62 Alabama or 
‘83 Nebraska or even ‘24 Notre Dame 
with the “Four Horsemen”. Well...with 
3 in 1 Football you can do just that 
and much, much more! 


With 3 in 1 Football you can play any of 
OVER 800 total teams. Both College 
& Pro. Virtually every one of the I-A 

and I-AA teams from 1993 are included 

as well as the Pro teams from last year. 
The WEL, WLAF and USFL teams 
are also available. Many, many of the 
greatest College and Pro teams 
of all time are there, too. ‘63 Navy, 
‘67 USC, ‘71 Oklahoma, ‘45 Army 
and the list goes on and on. 


3 in 1 plays head to head, you vs. 
computer or computer vs. computer. 
It has an end of game scoring summary, 
full team and individual player 
stat breakdowns. Stats compiler, 
Standings and League Leaders, you 
can draft, trade or input your own 
players and teams from scratch. 


As you coach your favorite team 
to victory you'll be amazed at how 
realistic your QB’s, running backs, 

receivers and kickers perform! 


An extensive auto-scheduler is also 
included. The entire 1993 college or Pro 
schedules can be played by hitting a few 
keystrokes. And if over 800 college and 

Pro teams still isn’t enough, there are 
many past seasons available. 


ADDITIONAL COLLEGE 
SEASONS DISKS 
1956, 57, 58, 59, 62, 65, 66, 69, 
71, 77, 78, 79, 80, 83, 84, 85, 86, 


87, 88, 89, 90, 91, 92 
Pick any 5 seasons for $39.95 


ORDER TODAY! 
Mail check or money order 
for $39.95 each. 


ce You may call in and order with VISA or 
Master Card. Please add $3.00 for 

Anthony Dubose is Alabama’ leading returning hitter. New Coach Jim Wells is counting on perfor- shipping and handling. 

mance and leadership from players he inherited. University of Alabama Photos by Kent Gidley For more information, call or write 


for a free brochure. 


Wells’ philosophy is simple: play good “We're asking a lot of these kids,” said 1-800-477-7032 


fundamental baseball. Discipline at the Wells. “It's a more demanding schedule than 
plate, on the mound, in the field, running — what they're used to. So far, its been very 


eee 
the bases. Be smarter than your opponent. _ positive. We've got a chance to be solid, but P.O. BOX 100594 * NASHVILLE, TN 37224 
Concentrate on every pitch. I'll know a lot more in February. 
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’s 1994 Football Opponents 


Schedules of Alabama 
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TO THE 1994 FOOT BALL SEASON 


Keep current with the Crimson Tide by dialing The Alabama Sports Network Hotline at 
1-900-288-4777. Cost is $ .95 minute and each caller must be age 18 or older. 


e Kickoff times 

e Up-to-date game site weather forecast 

¢ Special events (Homecoming, A-Day, 
Fan Day, etc.) 


e Broadcast coverage information 
¢ Daily practice updates 

e¢ Game summaries and statistics 
¢ In-Progress game report 

¢ Other U of A athletic information 


Even if you’re outside radio coverage areas you can hear every TASN radio broadcast of Bama 
games, post-game and pre-game, and TideTalk from anywhere in the U.S. (via DELTACOM). 
Fans can access Game Day Live with a MasterCard or Visa. Charges will be by the 


minute and will not exceed $39.95. 


POSSIBLE UT-Chattanooga.. . Sept. 3 
GAMES: THAN: . s.a's.ua acs Sept. 24 
Southern Miss ..... Oct. 8 


Call your local cable company. Available 
this season to home satellite owners— 
look for details or call the TASN Hotline. 


August 14— 10K Fan Day 
August 22—Crimson Tide Today—5 minute 
radio show each weekday 
Tide Talk—1 hour radio show every 
Monday night through April 
August 28—Coach Gene Stallings TV. 
Show (first of 14 consecutive weeks) 
September 3—UT-Chattanooga 
Kickoff— 4:00 p.m. 
Radio air time— 1:30 p.m. 


NOW! 


Two Ways To Show Your Alabama Support Every Minute with quality suNtIME™ products 


THE ALABAMA MUSICAL WATCH 


(Plays “Yea, Alabama!” at the touch of a button) 
AND! 


THE NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP WATCH 


(Back in production by popular demand) 


e Battery Operated 

® Unisex Style 

e Crimson Leather Strap 

® Quartz Analog Movement 

© One-Year Warranty 

e Precise quartz movement; 
never needs winding 

e Musical Watch packaged in 

Collector's Tin; all gold hands 

e National Championship 

Watch water resistant; crim- 

son helmet floats around dial 


(Price includes shipping and handling) 
MONEY BACK GUARANTEE 
(If not completely satisfied, return within 
30 days of purchase for full refund) 


ALLOW 2 WEEKS 
ALABAMA MUSICAL WATCH FOR DELIVERY Championship WaTcH 
OFFICIALLY 
($63.95 for Alabama Residents) ($53.45 for Alabama Residents) 


Use VISA or MasterCard or send check or money order payable to BAMA 
for $59.95 ($63.95 for Alabama residents) for Musical Watch and/or 
for $49.95 ($53.45 for Alabama residents) for National Championship Watch to: 
*BAMA, P.O. Box 6104, Tuscaloosa, AL 35486 


I enclose $ for_____—-“ Musical Watch(es) and/or $ for___ National Championship Watch(es) 
Send to: 
Name 
Street Address (Not P. O. Box) 
City State ZIP 


OVISA or O MasterCard Number Exp. 


Signature 


Our Subscribers Know 
What He Really Said. 


Bama Magazine has been giving Alabama fans the inside story on all aspects 
of Crimson. Tide football since 1979. Our readers get the facts and figures, 
but also get the story behind the story. We profile the stars and the stars-to- 
be, coaches, and even the stars of yesteryear as we remember Alabama tradi- 
tion. And for the best and most accurate recruiting information, nothing 
compares. A subscription brings you 10 full-color magazines and 14 
newsletters mailed first class. We don’t stop with football season, either. 
Keep up with all Alabama sports, August through May. Great gilt idea, too! 


DESIDE THE CRAUSON TIDE 


“Pardon me. 
Would you kindly 
explain that call?” 


Ye ] Please send me one year (24 issues 
S: of 'BAMA for only $35.00. 
Total amount enclosed __ for subscriptions. 


Alabama residents add $2.00 sales tax each order. 
0 s add $10.00 each order. 


Make check payable to: ‘BAMA Magizine 


COSHH STEH HHT HEHE ES HSH EET OSHEEEEEEEES 


Payment Enclosed 1] Mastercard Visa O 
Bank Card # —— Exp. 


Signature 
PLEASE PRINT: 


TO: 


Address 


Daytime Phone 
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You're ready for Nationwide? As 
a Nationwide Insurance Agent, 
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own business. Witl all the 
challenges, opportunities 
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. all the support you need to help 
make it run smoothly. 

That's something you're not going 

to find where you're at now. 
So if you're ready to go on to 
something bigger and better, talk to 
the company that can move you 
fast. Call 1-800-840-5060 today. 
And see just how far you can go 


with Nationwide on your side. 


NATIONWIDE 
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